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3 he Wer wh Gr ge gef 
engaged, on the Continent, in Behalf of the 
Queen of Hungary, engroſſes almoſt all our 
Attention, and all Converſation z- as every 
Company, and every Coffec-houſe is full of it, and a 
Man hears of nothing elſe, go where he will; as our 
Countrymen are ſo very intent thereon, that they ſtand 
with Zars erect, and big with Expefation, each Poſt» 
night, greedily liſtening what News from Germany, as if 
= thought the Welfare or Defirmion of — 
oms depended neceſſarily upon it; as we are likely, 
very foon, to be yet pod. 1. involved therein, — 
may poſſibly, in a little while, from being Auxiliaries 
to her Majeſty, become Principals therein 
ourſelves, nay, ſhall infallibly do fo, if the ſame HB 
dom which has governed our Counſels of late Years, 
ſhould ſtill have the Direction of them: As this is the 
Cafe, at preſent, we ſay, it may not be amiſs, coolly 
and impartiall y to conſider, what may, in all Probabite- 
y, be the Conſequence: of ſuch a Conduct; or rather, 
what muſt 3nevitably be the Fruits of any Land. uur, with+ 
out a kind of Miracle, 

In fo doing, we ſhall diveſt ourſelves of al Prejudice th 
and Pri ; and hall rather avoid ſetting Tome 
Particulars in the Krougeſt Light they will bear, than 
be guilty of exaggerating them in the leaſt ; we ſhall 
likewiſe take care, not to advance any thing, which we 
are not able to prove inconteſtably, to the Satisfaction 
cr all thoſe who are not wil fully blind. 

In effect, the true Intereſt of Great Britain is ſo very 
_ obvious to any Perfon uf common Senſe and commen 
Honeſty, ** 


4 ] 

695 miſate it ; Fre bY there are Haw certain Pe ple 
whom we don't e to convince by all the Ao 
wie can poſſibly N nay, — would not under- 
take to convince, that the Sun ſbined, when in its full 
Height, on the very brighteſt Day in June, (though its 
Beams ſcorched every one elſe around them) if hay? were 
provided with ſome weighty Reaſons to the contrary, 
in their Pockets, When we ſay, we would not under- 
take to convince them, we mean, not ſo far as to make 
them own their Conviction z for otherwiſe it is impoſ- 
fible, but Men, who have Penetration enough on all 
| Other Occaſions, ſhould be inwardly perſuaded of a Truth 
which glares in the Eyes of all the reſt of their Fellow- 
ſubjects. But ſuch is the Force of Self-intereſt, ſuch is 
the Depravity of the Generality of Mankind: To this 
we owe all the Misfortunes under which we have groan- 
ed and languiſbed for theſe twenty Years laſt paſt; and 
to this, it is to be feared, we ſhall ſtill owe many more. 
Io prevent this, hover, as much as lies in our 
Power, and warn thoſe whom it may chiefly concern, 
what Dangers may reaſonably be apprehended from the 
preſent Situation of our Affairs, is the honeſt Deſign of 
the following Sheets: And if, afterwards, they will run 
headlong upon their DeftruRtion 1 though we may our- 
ſelves be involved in the general Ruin, together with 
them, we ſhall yet have the melancholy Conſolation, of 
having done all that in us lay to alarm them, and put 
them upon their Guard, e e our Endea- 
vou rs have proved ineffectual. 

- When a Perſon has the Misfortune to be embarked 
in a Veſſel, which is cur/ed with either an ignorant or kna- 
viſh Pilot, who, through want of Skill, or, which is as 
bad, want of Honeſty, he ſees is running her on a Shoal, 
where ſhe muſt inevitably be wrecked, (hoping to ſecure 
himſelf in the Boat); would it not be ſuch a Perſon's Duty, 
though he ſhould be but a Paſſenger,” even for Self- pre- 
ſervation, to warn the Ship's Crew of their Peril, and to 
endeavour to ſpirit them up, to ſave themſelves by vureſt- 
. ing ibe Helm out of ſuch weak or wicked Hands? Nay, would 
W | | e 


E * 
| : 


own Danger ;' unleſs we could ſuppoſe him to be as fu» 


idly indolent, as the Man in the Storm, when ens | 


3 Veſſel was ſinking, and deſired to help pump, in 
order to fave her, anſwered very careleſsly, What is it 
to me, I am but a Paſſenger? We take our Caſe, at pres 
ſent, not to be very different from this; and therefore 
are not willing to have it to reproach ourſelves, that we 
acted the ſame ſtupid and indolen Part with the Wretch 
before mentioned. But, to return from whence we have 
N vga 

That we may be the better able to judge, what muſt 
be the probable Conſequences of any Land- war, it will 
be neceſſary to conſider, Firſt, What 3 is the true Intereſt 


of theſe Kingdoms? 2dly, In what their natural and 


principal Strength conſiſts? 3dly, How far their true In. 
tereſt can be advanced by a Land-war ?. And 4:ibly, How 
far their natural Strength is conſulted and — in ſuch 
a War. 

To begin, then, with the firſt of take It will hardly, 


| * believe, be diſputed, that as Great Britain is a tra- 


ding Nation, the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms is, to 


4 — and extend our Commerce with all poſſible Indu- 


try and Diligence; and to cultivate and improve thoſe na- 
tural Advantages with which Providence (kinder to us 
than we dane) has peculiarly bleſſed us, as far as they 
are capable of Improvement. This being the Caſe, as 
undoubtedly it is, nothing can be more evident, than 
that we ought to cultivate the Arts of Peace, by which 
alone Trade flouriſhes; and that we ought never to en- 
gage in any War, unleſs it be in Defence of our juſt Rights 
and Liberties, or to prevent a manifeſt and otherwiſe inevi- 
table Danger; and, even in that Caſe, i it is demonſtrable, 
we never t to involve ourſelves in a Land- war. 


That * Times only are proper for the Advance. 


ment and Extenſion of our Commerce, is what ſurely will 
not be denied by any Man in his Senſes. It is a ſelf evi- 


dent Axiom in Politicks. But, when we ſay ſo, we would 
not ns be miſunderſtood. In effect, when we ue 


he-noe infullbly-do-b 8 ſenſible of kb 
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the Term Peace, we do not mean ſuch a one as we 


ed under for many Years before the Declaration of War 
Spaniards , when they infuited and barrafſed us, 


with the 

aus they pleaſed, with Iapunity, whilſt. our Hands were 
tied up, from either offending them, or defending onr ſelves. 
Neither do we mean ſuch a Peace as leaves any, even 
the moſt diſtant Pretence, for keeping up, at bome, a nu- 
merous Body of Land-forces : No; ſuch a Peace is rather 
more deſtruZive than a Mur; it has all its Diſadvantages 


without any of its Advantages. On the contrary, the 


Peace we mean, is ſuch a one, as not only eaſes the Peo- 
ple of the moſt burthenſome Taxes, ſuch as thoſe upon Cvals, 


Candles, Soap, Leather, and, in ſhort, all the immediate 


Neceſſaries of Life; but admits of the Reduction of our 


Army at Home, to the ſame Number as it conſiſted of 
in the Time of Charles II. or, if that be thought too ſe- 
vere, as it was in the Reign of Queen Aune, even whilſt 
we were engaged, as Principals, in one of the moſt vi- 
gorous and bloody Wars that ever was known in Europe. 
We take it then for granted, that we can never advance 


and extend our Commerce, but whilſt the Nation enjoys 2 


folid and laſting Peace; and this for divers unanſwerable 
Reaſons. That we can never do it in a Time of War, 
is indiſputable : For ſo far are we from being able ſo to 
do, that we always find it evidently decline; nor is this 
to be wondered at, when we conſider the great Charge of 
Convoys, the tedious Delays frequently attending them, 


and the heavy Taxes almoſt inſeparable from a Stare of Ho- 


ſtility. In a Word, it has ever been allowed, that as 
Plenty is the conſtant Attendant of Peace, fo Poverty is the 
never-failing Companion of War ; which ds, entife- 
ty, from the certain Stagnation of Trude under the latter, 


and its proſperous and flouriſhing Condition under the for. 


Nor is it only when the Nation is at open War, that 
our Trade can neither be advanced nor extended; it will 
labour under almoſt as many Diſadvantages, nay,” in 
fome re 
rious or nominal Peace; becauſe, at ſuch Times, Pre. 


tences 


„under more, whilſt we enjoy but a preca- 


* 
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eencis will never be FR for . up a uumnerou 
Body of Land. forces, beſides confider able naval Armaments; 
And as all this cannot be done, without putting the Pu. 
blick to an exceſſive Expence, to defray which, heavy 
Duties muſt be laid either upon the Neceſſaries of Life, 
or on divers Sorts of Commodities, and perhaps upon both; 
it is evident, the Manufacturers will not be able to afford 
their reſpective Goods fa cheap, as when they don't groan 
under ſuch Burthens; by this Means our Neighbours will 
be enabled to under ſel us at foreign Markets, and conſe- 
quently our Trade muſt inevitably anguiſh and decline. 

Ot this m Truth, we *. lately had but too 


vrhich we were told, that we enjoyed a Peace, bat 
never been without a numerous ftandius Army, and formi- 
dable at Sea; though, for — Time, we heard 


faults, with — 4 and uſeleſs, nay, what is more, dif+ 
honourable, defliruftive, and fatal Expeditions z not ta 
mention lang and umeceſſary Embargoes, with the frequent 
iſſuing of Preſs-warrants (often maſt unwarrantably put 


in Execution) for no other viſible Reaſon, but to ref | 


the Merchants. 

As this was neceffarily productive of heavy Duties, and 
moſt burthenſome Taxes, Hom it be expected, that Trade 
ſhould any ways fourifo, during ſuch a Peace? On the 


contrary, was it at all ſurpriſing, that it ſhould vi/bly de- 


chine ; or that ſeveral Branches thereof ſhould be almoſt 
entirely loſt, and that our wiſer Neighbours ſhould have 
wormed us out of them? No; this was what every Man 
of common Seuſe foreſaw ; but all this could not prevail 
on our boneſt Premier to take more ſalutary Meaſures, In 
Effect, it is a general Rule, which will eternally hold 
at all Times and in all Nations, That as a wise and 
upright Miniſter will always conclude a laſting Peace, or 


puſb on a War vigorouſly, unleſs reduced, by = Succeſs of 


the Enemy, to accept of diſadvantageous Conditions; ſa 
a weak, wicked, and corrupt one, will be continually 


will 


undeniable Proofs, for very near twenty Years; oY b 


Squadrons 
of nothing but perpetual Depredations, and outrageous In- 


patching up precarious Treaties, or, if forced into a War, 


8 } | 


will carry it on in a languid, cowardly and inglorious Man. 


ner. Again, a wiſe Miniſter will always endeavour to 
eaſe and unite the People, as much as poſſible; whilſt a 
blundering Profligate, when at the Helm, will be conti- 
nually ſtudying and contriving to load and barraſs them. 
with intolerable Impoſts ; which he will likewiſe attempt 
to have levied in the moſt vexatious and oppreſſive Manner; 
as this unhappy Nation has more than once experienced 
to her Coſt. ie 77 eu 


From what has been premiſed, we think it demon- . 


ſtrable, that neither a Time of War, nor an unſettled. 


Peace, can be proper for the Advancement or Extenſion 


of our Commerce; and, conſequently, that the, true Inte- 
reſt of theſe Kingdoms muſt neceſſarily ſuffer during ei- 
ther. It is true, it may ſo fall out, that Things may be 
brought to ſuch an unlucty Crifis, as to render a War un- 
avoidable, and even adviſable and eligible, as happened 


lately with regard to Spain: But then, it muſt be obſer- 
ved, that this is only to prevent a greater Evil, and is 
almoſt always the .Cenſequence of ſome previous Miſma- 


nagement and Male-atminiſtration ; as was likewiſe the 
Cafe with reſpect to that War; and will again be, if we 
ſhould be ſoon engaged in an open Rupture with France: 
In effect, it is evident, had we not attacked the Spa- 
niards in the Mediterranean in 1718, or had we after- 


wards accepted of the Mediation between France and 


Spain, upon the Difference that happened between them, 
on ſending back the Infanta; we ſhould have been ſo far 
from meeting with the ſame ill Uſage as we have ſince 
experienced from the Court of Madrid, that we might 
almoſt have made our own Terms with them, and have had 
all imaginable Indulgence in our Trade to the V -Indies. 
Again, it is as evident, had we kept a watchful Eye up- 
on all the Steps of France; had we ſhewn ourſelves diſpo- 
ſed to act with Vigour, if ever ſhe gave us the leaſt Cauſe 


of Complaint ; had we declared, upon her firſt Attempt 


to repair the Fortifications or Port of Dunkirk, that we 


ſhould look upon it asa Breach of the Treaty of Utrecht, - 


and take our Meaſures accordingly ; had we guarded well 
; againle 


* on * 
» 
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ſon now to dread her exorbitant Power; nor would ſhe 
have dared to behave as ſhe has of late Years, had not we 


| acted with ſo much Supineneſs and Indolence. 


. Notwithſtanding, therefore, it was requiſite about 


four Years ago, to declare War with Spain, and it may 


be as requiſite, very ſoon, to come to Hoſtilities with 
France; this will not prove, that it is the true Intereſt 
of theſe Kingdoms to be at Variance with either of them; 
but only that we had brought ourſelves, by our Zleſſed 
Management, into ſuch a hopeful Condition, that it was 
neceſſary to have Recourſe to Arms, to extricate us out 
of it, and obtain Redreſs; as a Man, who had a gangren- 
ed Limb, would conſent to have it ſcariſied, or even cut 
off, in order to fave his Life, and recover his Health. 
When any. one, by his Debaucheries, or irregular Li- 
ving, has brought a Surfeit or Fever upon himſelf, it 
will certainly be requiſite for him, to have Recourſe to 


roper Remedies, however unpalatable ; and it may then, 
in one Senſe, be ſaid to be his true Intereſt ſo to do: But 
will not every one allow, it would have been much more 
his true Intereſt to haye preſerved his Health, whilſt he 


enjoyed it, by Temperance and Sobriety? In the like 


manner, when a Nation has been brought into deſperate 
_ Circumſtances; by weak or corrupt Management, it may 


be neceſſary and adviſable to have Recourſe 10 Arms to 


retrieve them; and conſequently this may be then ſaid 
to be her true Intereſt: But does not every one ſee, it 


would have been much more her true Intereſt, to have 


prevented her being brought into ſuch a Caſe, by prudent 


and ſalutary Meaſures? War then can never, with any 


common Senſe, be ſaid to be the true Intereſt of theſe 


Kingdoms, but when it is to avoid à greater Euil, as to 
prevent the Invaſion of our juſt Rights, or for the Prote- 


: #ion of our Commerce. Whether both theſe might not 


better be effected by a vigorous and wiſe Conduct, is what 
we ſhall not at preſent inquire into, Suffice it now for 


* 


FFF Fe. 
| her fealiag our. Y/ool, running in her own Brandies, 

Teas and Cambricks upon us, or inifting our Men to re- 
cruit her Iriſp Regiments, we ſhould have had no Rea- 
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1 Wh 
us, that we have ſhewn * hr and Extenfion 
of our Trade, to be the true Intereſt of the Britiſh Nati- 
on; ſuffice it, that we have likewiſe ſhewn, this cannot 
be expected, either while we are in a State of War, or 
- whilft we enjoy but a precarious or nominal Peace; and 
this for divers obvious Reaſons. It will neceſſarily fol- 
low from hence, that we. ought never to come to Hoſti- 
lities, but when our Forbearance will be attended with 
yet worſe Conſequences than a Rupture z and it will ſtill 
more neceſſarily follow from hence, that we ought ne- 
yer to engage in ſuch a War, as, whether ſucceſsful or 
not, can never prove advantageous to OURSELVES, What- 
ever it may to OTHERS, But of this more hereafter. 

Come we now to conſider, in what the natural and prin- 
cipal Strength of theſe Realms conſiſts ; for as to the cul- 
tivating and improving thoſe natural Advantages with 
which Providence has peculiarly bleſſed us, they almoſt 
neceſſarily follow from the Advancement and Extenſion of 
our Trade, unleſs we wwilfully ſhut our Eyes. In effect, all 
the four Particulars which we have propoſed to weigh, 
are, in a great meaſure, connected and interwoven with 
each other, though, for the better Illuſtration of each of 
them, we have thought proper to take a View of them 
under as many ſeveral Heads. | 0 

The natural and principal Strength, then, of theſe Realms 
(and, indeed, of every State) conſiſts, 1/, in a mutual 
Union of the Subjects among themſelves, and the Eftabliſh- 
ment of a reciprocal Love and Confidence between the 
Prince and his People: 2dly, In our being always able 
to fit out ſuch a formidable Fleet, whenever it is requiſite, 
and that at as ſhort a Warning as poſſible, as may ſtrike a 
Terror into our Enemies: And 3dly, In the Number 0 
brave Inhabitants, wherewith theſe Iſlands are bleſſed. 
That our principal Strength conſiſts in our being at U- 
nity amongſt ourſelves, is what, we believe, will ſcarce 
be denied by any one, and conſequently we ſhould think 
it quite needleſs to advance any Arguments in ſupport 
thereof; eſpecially after we have had the Authority of 


our Saviour” to . b of it, who expreſsly 
tells us, A kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. 
Me ſay, we ſhould 11 quite needleſs to multi- 
ply Words in ſupport of this Axiom, but that a belkþ 
Doctrine has been induſtriouſly propagated of late Years, 
that it is neceſſary to keep up the odious Diſtinctions of Whig 
and Tory, Highand Low Church, for the Security of the Pro- 
| Heftant Intereſt, and the Succeſſion of the Crown in the preſent 
Family. That this Doctrine ſmells ſtromg of the infernal 
Pit, every one muſt ſee; for, that all Diviſion proceeds 
from the Devil, no one can deny, What then do theſe 
Monſters, theſe Proſtitutes mean? They would not, they 
dare not ſure inſinuate, that there is no way of ſupporting 
the preſent Succeſhon, but by going to the D—1; and yet 
that is the direct Conſequence of this villanous Doctrine. 
If fo, we muſt think we have bought it very dear: Tho? 
we will not venture to ſay, even if that is the Caſe, that 
we -might almoſt as well have truſted Providence with 
our Safety; becauſe we know not what Conſtruction 2 
profligate $Sp—c—l F—y, tutored by a thorough-paced 
A—y G-——1, and directed by an cbſequious Buch, 
might be induced to put upon it. In effect, this would | 
be carrying our Attachment to the Government a very 2 
great Length indeed; for, though we have heard, that . 
we ought to venture our Lives for the Preſeryation of 44 
our King and Country, which certainly is but reaſon- 
able, we never heard till lately, what this Doctrine e- 
vidently inculcates, that we ought to hazard our Souls al. 
fo for them. BORE: 8 
How unlikely ſoever ſuch abſurd Tenets were, to pre. 
vail on any Man of common Senſe, we have ſeen them 
zoo ſucceſsfully inculcated for many Years, particularly a- 
bout the Time of Elections, (by thoſe two abandoned 
Proftitutes, Meſſieurs Walſingbam and Oſborn), to pre- 
vent a Coalition of Parties, and hinder the Diſſenters 
from uniting with the reſt of their independent Country- 
men, againſt the great Leviathan who ſo long oppreſſed \ 
us, and whoſe Safety depended entirely upon our being 
a divided People, But, _ the Security of a wicked _ 
eat 2 Mi-  _ 


1 
Mi niſter may depend 555 our Diviſions, that is, in n 0. 
ther Words, our Unhappineſs; it is very evident the 
Welfare, Grandeur and Proſperity of the preſent Royal 
Family is interwoven with ours ; our Intereſts are the 
fame, and can be promoted by nothing ſo much as an 
Union among ourſelves, and a reciprocal Love and Con- 


Aence between our Sovereign and his People. Whoever 


therefore, by wicked or weak Counſels, goes about to lef- 

en this, or to ſet the Nation at Variance among them- 
ſelves, muſt have ſome ſiniſter Ends, that will not bear 
the Light, and is equally a Traitor to his Prince and his 
Country. Thus much we thought it neceſſary to ſay, 
in order to ſend that helliſh Doctrine back to the Pit from 
whence it came, and prevent its ever being broached a- 
gain amongſt us. 

Having thus demonſtrated, that our Strength conſiſts 
chiefly in our being united, we ſhall next proceed to 
ſhew, that it conſiſts likewiſe in our being able to fit 
out on any Emergency, and at a ſhort Warning, ſuch a 
formidable Fleet, as may ſtrike a Terror into the boldeſt of 
our Enemies. "This, we think, will never be denied by 


any one who conſiders, /t, that we are a trading Na- 


tion, and muſt depend upon our Navy for the Protection 


. of our Commerce; r 2dly, that we are ſurrounded by the 


Sea, and' conſequently can neither be invaded ourſelves, 
nor attack others, but by a naval Armament, In effect, 

whilſt we are Lords of the Ocean, and united at home, we 
may ſafely defy all E urope, though they ſhould be combined 
againſt us; and there is more Truth, than moſt People are 
aware on, in thoſe admirable Verſes of Mr. Waller: 


Lon ps of the World's great Waſte, the Oc x AN, we 
Whole Foreſts ſend, to reign upon the Sea; 8 
Aud ev'ry Coaſt may trouble or relieve: 

But none can vis Ir us without our Leave. — 
ANGELS and w have this PREROGATIVE, 1 


That none can at our happy Seat arrive; 
Whilſt we deſcend, at Pleaſure, to invade. _. 
be Bad with Vengeance, 6 and the Good to aid, 


Har Pr 


. 


: 


-Haypy, Hayyy Britons, did we know wherein 
 our-chief Strength and Happineſs conſiſts, and did we ex- 


ert and promote it accordingly ! What might not a King 


of Great Britain, ſupported by an united and affectionate 


People, and truly confulting and promoting their mutual 
Intereſt, be able to accompliſh? We had almoſt faid, 


he might be able to give Laws to all Europe, In ef- 


fect, as Trade is the Source of Riches, and Riches the 
Source of Power, and we have ſuch infinite Advantages 


over the reſt of Mankind, not only by our happy Situ- 


ation, but by the Produ# of our Country, and, which is 
not the leaſt, our excellent Conſtitution, it is evident to a 


Demonſtration, we might almoſt engrofs the Wealth of 


the Univerſe. The Spaniards would be but our Factors, 
and would poſſeſs their Mines, not ſo much for themſelves 
as us. Nor would even the Dutch be any thing better, 
fince they could not carry on their Zaſt-India Trade, 
without our Permiſſion; and the Product of their Spice 
Jands might be more ours than their own. In a Word 
we might enjoy al! the Advantages of that Commerce, 
without the heavy Clog of thoſe exquifite Monopoliſts 


dia Company. | | 

Come we now to conſider the third Article where- 
in our Strength conſiſts, namely, in the Number and 
Bravery of our People. And this we think is a Point 
almoſt ſelf-evident, and not to be conteſted ; it being 
generally agreed, that not only the Strength, but the 


Riches of a State conſiſts in the Number of its Inha- 


bitants. Accordingly the Dutch, as politick a Nation 
as any in Europe, never refuſe to naturalize as many 
as deſire it, nor to receive as many as will ſettle there. 


It is true, indeed, they will take care not to have any 


uſeleſs Hands amongſt them, to lie as a dead Meigbt upon ; 


the Induſtrious; and they are to be commended for it: 


If any therefore come thither, and neither bring with 


them a Sufficiency for their Maintenance, nor are able 
to ſubſiſt themſelves by any Buſineſs, they are ſure to 


provide them both Work and Suſtenance, by putting 


them 


(the perpetual Tacls of a corrupt Miniſtry) the Eaſt-In- 


| . 
them into their Robb, ö kick anſwers” to our Byide- 
wells; in which Piece of ſound Policy, it would be 

well if we followed their Example. Taking it then 
for granted, that the Strength of any State conſiſts, 
in a great meaſure, in the Number and Bravery of its 
Inhabitants, we ſnall only obſerve, that Great Britain is 
the moſt populous and warlike Nation that is, or perhaps* 

ever was, for its Extent; that in England alone, excluſive 
of Scotland or Ireland, we are reckoned at the loweſt Com- 
putation, to amount to ſeven Millions of Souls; and 
that conſequently the Number of able-bodied Men, com- 

_ Puting them at the Proportion of one Fourth, is one 
Million ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand , out of which 
might be ſpared, in caſe of Neceſſity, a Force more 
than ſufficient, not only to repel all Invaſions at home, 
but to man ſuch a Navy, as with proper Orders would 
ſpread a Terror and exa&t Submiſſion, where-ever it 
appeared ; ſuch a Navy as would be able to verify that 
fine Compliment, of the above mentioned Mr, Waller, 
to Oliver Cromwel : Mr OE 


Where-e&er thy Navy ſpreads her Canvas Wings, 
Homage from all, and Wealth to thee ſhe brings. 


Another Circumſtance wherein our Strength conſiſts, 
and which we forgot to inſiſt on before, is our being 
furrounded by the Sea, and, conſequently, not liable to any 

 JInvakons by Land, nor obliged to keep up any ſtanding 
Army, or fortify any of our Inland Towns. This is ſuch 
a conſiderable Advantage as we can never too thankfully ac- 
knowledge, eſpecially as we are @ Proteſtant Nation, and 
there is a Pretender to the Crown of theſe Realms, a bi- 
gotted Papift, who would otherwiſe have been long ago 
ſupported with a Force ſufficient to over-run theſe King- 
doms; whereas we are now more than a Match for the 
utmoſt Power, all our Enemies, in Combination toge- 
ther, can poſlibly ſend againſt us, 1 
We have now conſidered the ſeveral Particulars upon 
which the Strength of theſe Kingdoms principally de- 
pends; let us next examine how far our true intereſt 
e can 


V 
can be advanced by a Land- ar. We have already 
ſhewn wherein our trus Intereſt conſiſts, namely, in the 
Advancement and Extenſion ot our Commerce, and in cul. 
tivating and improving the natural Advantages wherewith 
Providence has arly bleſſed us. We have already 
ſhewn, and we hope to a Demonſtration, that any War 
is diametrically con to the Advancement or Extenſion 
of our Trade, as it muſt neceſſarily occaſion heavy Taxes 
to defray the _— of it; / and theſe Taxes, whether 
laid upon the Neceſſaries of Life or upon our Manufa- 
Hures, muſt inevitably raiſe the Price of them, and con- 
ſequently enable our Neighbours who are our Rivals in 
Trade to underſel us at foreign Markets, * 
But, if am War is contrary to the Advancement of 
our Commerce, it is certain a Land- war is much more 
fo, as it is vaſtly more expenſive and deſtructive, by drain- 
ing us more of our moſt uſeful Men and our Money, than 
a War by Sea can do. It cannot therefore be pretended, 
with any Shew of Reaſon, that theProſperity of our Trade 
is conſulted by ſuch a War. As little can it be pretend- 
ed, that our natural Advantages will be either cultivated 
or improved thereby; it would be the Height of Aſſu 
rance to affirm it. In effect, will any one pretend to 
ſay, that our Woollen Manufacture at home will flouriſh 
the more for a Land- war; that there will more Hands be 
employed therein; that it will meet with more Encourage- 
ment; or that a more effettual Stop will be put to that 
pernicious and deſtructive Practice of Wooling, or exporting 
our Wool, either to our open Enemies, or, which is as 
bad, - our falſe Friends ? We believe no one will offer to 
aſſert any thing ſo abſurd. Again, not to deſcend to 
any more Particulars, will any one aver, that our Fi. 
ſhery, eſpecially the Herring-fiſhery, that beneficial Branch 
of our Commerce, which courts us, in a manner, at our 
own. Doors, will be either cultivated or improved during a 
conſuming Land-war ? No one ſure will dare to advance 
any thing / improbable ; the Abſurdity of it would ſtare 
every one in the Face. We think therefore we need not 
multiply Words, to prove that our true Intereſt can 
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never be conſulted or promoted by 1 duch Meaſure, | 


No, no; it is very evident, whoever's Advantage may 
be taken care of by ſuch a Conduct, that of Great Britain 
muſt /uffer egregioufly, and be altogetber negletzed. 
Proceed we now to conſider how far our natural 
Strength. is exerted or conſulted by a Land-war. We have 


already ſhewn, that the [ranch Strength of theſe Realms 


conſiſts in the mutual Union of our Fellow-ſubjetts amongſt 
themſelves, and the Eſtabliſhment of a reciprocal Lowe 


and Confidence between our Sovereign and us: No let 


us ſee how theſe wo deſirable Ends are promoted, by en- 


.gaging us in a War upon the Continent, 


That a Land-war lies heavier upon the Subject than 
any other, is manifeſt for ſeveral Reaſons; but, to in- 
ſtance only one, it drains us more, not only of our moſt 


uſeful Hands, we mean, our moſt able bodied Men; but, 


as if that were not enough, it exhauſts our Money allo, 


which is ſent abroad to maintain our Troops, and never 


returns to us again Whereas, in a Var by Sea, we can 


never loſe ſo many Men, and far the greateſt Part of our 
Money is expended at home amongſt ourſelves. Now, 
how our natural Strength can be ſaid either to be confult- 
ed or exerted by a War, which muſt impoveriſb us ſooner, - 


and more than any other, we muſt confeſs ourſelves at a 
| loſs to diſcover, That it might poſſibly occaſion, a mu- 


tual Union amongſt our Countrymen, we will not pretend 
to deny; but then it would be ſuch an Union, as, how 
defirable ſoever UN IT Y may be, would be neither to be 
wiſhed for nor coveted z in ſhort, it would be only an U- 
nion of Complaints; an Union in deteſting, execrating and 


abominating all thoſe weak or wicked Counſellors, who 


projected or agreed to ſuch a deſtructive Meaſure. | 
Again, how this can conduce to the eſtabliſhing a reci- 
procal Love and Confidence between the Prince and Peo- 


ple, we cannot poſlibly ſee; but it might probably pro- 


duce a quite different Effect: It might create an almoſt unſur- 


mountable Miſtruſt and Diffidence between them, which 
could not but be attended with very melancholy Conſequen- 


ces, For, on the one hand, when the Nation 2 
2 ir 


- 


| Ee SO a 
their — ſuch Meaſures, incompatible with 
their Welfare, would it not be natural for them to ima- 
ine he had been perſuaded his Intereſt was very different 
from theirs? On the other hand, when the Sovereign 
found his Subjects utterly averſe to, and murmuring at 
thoſe Proceedings which he had been made, though falſe- 
ly, to believe, were moſt for his Advantage; would he 


not be tempted to ſup 


diſreſpettful, if he did not go yet farther, - and ſuſpect 


them of DiſaffeFion ? It is very evident, nothing could 


be more natural on both Sides. And what might be the 


Conſequence of ſuch a mutual Fealouſy, we tremble to think; 
we ſhall therefore only ſay, Heaven forbid ſuch a Miſ- 
fortune ſhould ever befal us! However, ſhould we ever 
be ſo unhappy, as no one can tell what may happen here- 


after; it is moſt certain, whoever were the Adviſers of 
ſuch a pernicious Conduf?, or whoever agreed thereto, - 
whether it were through Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, what- 


ever might be their Motives, nothing can be more clear 
than that they would be > equally Traytors to their King 
and Country; it being an able Truth, that the ſure/t 
Support of a Throne is the Love of the Subjects, which 
can never be preſerved, but by purſuing ſuch Meaſures as 
ron > 6% vp with, and conducive to their Welfare and 

roſperity. N. 6 

Another Point, wherein our natural and principal 
Strength conſiſts, is in our being always able, to fit out 
ſuch a formidable Fleet, at a ſbort Warning, as may ſtrike 
a Terror into the boldeſt of our Enemies, and maintain our 
Empire on the Seas. This is an Article that never was 


diſputed by any one; and this being the Caſe, how can 
it be pretended, that we either conſult or exert this natural. 


Strength by a Land-war ? Or, how can it be ſaid, that 
ſuch a War conduces towards aſſerting our Dominion on 


the Seas? Is it not evident, that it cannot do either of 
theſe? And, conſequently, is it not evident, that, by 
carrying on a War upon the Continent, we ſhould give 
our Enemies a great Advantage over us, and neglet that 
very Circumſtance wherein alone our Superiority conſiſts? 
In effect, does not e know, that we are not able 
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poſe they were at leaſt ſomewhat 
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TIS 
to cops with mem by I unleſs we are cr * 
oa by a very powerful Alliance, which is by no means to 
be depended on; whereas we are /ingly more than a Match 
for them upon the watry Element? It muſt therefore 
be little leſs than Infatuation, ſhould we engage in a War, 
wherein we ſhould labour under all manner of Diſadvan- 
tages, Whilſt, by attacking our Enemies by Sea, we 
ſhould be able 8 do them infinitely more Prejudice, and 
reduce them 10 Reaſon much ſooner, with ATI ns. 
425 Hazard and Expence to ourſelves. 
A third Point wherein our Strength conſiſts, is in the 
Number and Bravery of our Countrymen. But this though 
an exceeding great Advantage, if rightly managed, as to 
defend ourſelves when invaded, to man our Navy, or to 
carry on our Manufactures, &c. can be but of little Ser- 
vice to us if we purſue wrong Meaſures. For Inſtance, 
in caſe of an Invaſion, it would be impoſſible for our E- 
nemies, if they ſhould eſcape: our Fleet, to pour in ſo 
many Men upon us, but what we ſhould be able by our 
Numbers to cut them all in Pieces in a few Days, were 
we but united, and our Militia ever ſo little diſciplined. 
Again, were it neceſſary to-carry on a Sea-war, we have 
Hands more than enough to man our Navy, and defeat 
any Force that could be brought againſt us; not only fo, 
— whatever Loſſes we might ſuffer in ſuch a War, we 
ould be able for many Years to find ſufficient Numbers 
to recruit them, and all this without ſo far draining our 
Country, as to leave it deſtitute of the Hands requiſite 
for tilling the Ground, carrying on our Manufattures, and 
ſuch like neceſſary Denn 
But the Caſe would be widely different, ſhould we reſolve 
to attack a Power by Land, whote Dominions, being of 
much /arger Extent than theſe Realms, ſnhould enable him, 
not only to ſend his hundreds of Thouſands into the Field, 
but conſtantly 70 recruit whatever Loſſes he might fuffer 
by Defeats or Deſertioh ; as populous as theſe Kingdoms 
are, we ſhould ſoon find ourſelves no Match for ſuch an 
Enemy: For though we might at firſt be able to oppoſe 
him with as numerous an Army, the many thouſands it 
would require each Campaign, to keep it up, would be 


4 


ſuch 


{ a9 1 

ſuch a continual Drain upon our Country as muſt "Tl 
it in a manner a Deſert in a few. Years, and exhauſt all 
the Flower. of the Nation; ſo that we muſt at laſt „int 
under the Burden, whilſt our Enemy though he might 
ſuffer equal, or even greater Loſſes than ourſelves, might 
be able, through the greater Extent of his Dominions, 
not only to retrieve, but to bear up under them, and, 
in the End, overwhelm us by mere Dint of Numbers. 

A melancholy and fatal Example of this Truth, and at 
the ſame time an uſeful Leſſon to all ſucceeding Princes, 
we have ſeen, within our Memory, in the Perſon of the 
unfortunate and ill. adviſed Monarch Charles XII,. King 
of Sweden : Who, though he met with uninterrupted Suc- 


ceſs, for many Years together, againſt all his Enemies, 


had ſo effettually exhauſted his Country by his continual 
Wars, that, upon his receiving one ſingle Defeat at Pul- 
tota, he was irrecoverably ruined; whilit his Enemy, the 
Czar, though he had been conſtantly worſted in every En- 
gagement, and on all Occaſions, was enabled, by the 


der his Loſſes, but at laſt, to vanguiſb his Conqueror. 
Should any one alledge, that this Hero's Ruin was not 
owing to his attacking a Prince ſo much his Superior, 
by his vaſt Dominions and the Numbers of his Men, but 
to his retiring into Twrky z we beg he would conſider, 
that, by all Accounts, his Kingdom was ſo much drained 
of its moſt uſeful Hands, that the very J/omen were forced 
to till the Ground, drive their Carriages, . ply upon their 


Rivers, and in ſhort perform all thoſe /aboriaus Offices, 


for which the moſt robuſt Men alone were proper; that, 
conſequently, had he not alen Refuge iniTurky, had he 
even continued fucce/5ful for ſome time longer, his very 
Victories muſt have undone him in the End, by depopu- 
lating his Countty; which has not yet recovered the Da- 
mage it ſuffered by ſo imprudent a Condut. 

Another material Point, wherein our principal Strength 


conſiſts, and to which we ought. to bave- an Eye in all 


our Undertakings, is, that we are Iſlanders, ſurrounded by 
the Sea; an Aduautage, without which, all others 'would 


5 vail as ue file. But this Advantage, how great lo- 
39 C2 ever, 


ſuperior Extent of his Territories, not only to bear up un- 
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ever, may be rendered of no Effect by ill Conduct: For 

Inſtance, the ſame happy Situation, which renders it impoſe. 
le for any, or all our Enemies, to invade us with any 


Probability of Succeſs, provided we are tolerably united, 


renders it equally impracticable for us to make any At- 
tacks upon them by Land, without labourin and 
Manner of Diſadvantages. The only War, 2 which 
we can promiſe ourſelves any Succeſs, or derive any good, 
is a War by Sea: By ſuch a War we can annoy our E- 
nemies more than by any other; and, by ſuch a War, 
we can better repel any Attacks made upon us by them. 
It follows, conſequently, that our natural Strength can ne- 
ver be either exerted, or conſulted, by engaging in any 
War upon the Continent. Ie 1 DON es 

Accordingly, we defy all Mankind, to point out any 
one ſingle Advantage that can poſſibly reſult to us from ſuch 
an abſurd and prepoſterous Conduct, to call it by no harder 
Name; whereas the Prejudice we may receive from thence 
is infinite and evident. It is agreed on all hands, we do 
not want to make any Conqueſts by Land; it is not our 
Intereſt ſo to do; and, if we ſhould be ſo weak as to de- 


fire it, our Allies themſelves (if we have any worth cal- 


ling ſo) would not conſent thereto, but would oppoſe it. 
What Buſineſs then can we have to involve ourſelves in a 
War, which probably may be exceſſively detrimental, if not ab- 


ſJolutely ruinous, and cannot poſſibly be of any ſervice to us? 


To deſcend from generals to particulars, the only 
Motives that have been openly avowed, for our engaging 


fo deeply in the preſent War in Germany, are, to reſtore 
| Peace to the Empire, and ſupport the Queen of Hungary. 


Very ſpecious Pretences, we muſt confeſs! and which car- 


ry a pretty plauſible Appearance to thoſe who look no 


farther than the Outſide of Things; but which will by 
no means be ſatisfaftory to any honeſt and thinking Briton, 


if we have ſtill any ſuch left amongſt us; which, by what 


we have ſeen happen, within thele two Years, we are al- 
moſt tempted to queſtion. e e e en ee 

If it ſhould be pretended, that the latter of theſe, 
namely, the Support of the Queen of Hungary, was really 


one of the Motives for our entering /o deeply into the preſent 
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War) ſeveral * will 1. which we are re alraid: 
it would' puzzle ſome of our wiſeſt Heads to ſolve. In the FN 
frft place, Why was it ſo long delayed? Why did we ſuf- 5 
fer her Hungarian Majeſty to be brought to the very Brink 
of Ruin before we offered to aſſiſt her? Why did we fit 
flill and ſee her Dominions ſo cruelly harraſſed, and her 
whole" Strength and Wealth in a Manner exhauſted before 
a ſingle Man was ordered to move to her Relief? Is it not 
ay owing only to a Miracle, and to the vi/ible In- 
terpoſition of the divine Providence in her Behalf, that her 
whole Inheritance was not entirely ſwallowed up, whilſt: 
we continued quiet Speators of the Barbarity and Inju- 
Rice of her mercileſs and cowardly Enemies ? 
If therefore it was expedient, or neceſſary for 1 us, to aſ-. 
fiſt her at all, does not every one ſec it would have been 
more adviſeable to have done it ſooner? Either it was, or 
it was not requiſite to eſpouſe ber Intereſt, and ſave her 
from finking. If it was not, why have we armed now ſo 
many thouſands in her Quarrel? And, if it was, does not 
every one ſee we might have done it at 4% Expence, and 
with infinitely leſs Hazard, whilſt ſhe was herſelf able to- 
e a' vigorous Struggle in her own Defence, than at 
preſent, when ſhe has /i ro much from the Ravages' 
of her Oppreſſors, and loft ſuch Numbers of her cboiceſt 
Men? What ſhall we ſay to ſuch monſtrous Politicks ? Or 
rather, what will all the World think of ſuch abſurd Con- 
duf? ? Did we ſuffer that glorious Princeſs to be reduced ſo 
low, and her Enemies to triumph ſo long over her, only 
to ſhow Mankind we can ftill pull down the latter, er 
reſtore the former to her priſtine Splendor, by the ſuperior 
Force and Bravery of the invincible Armies of Great Bi. 
tain and Hanover ? Such a Piece of Knight-errantry might 8 
ſound very well in a Romance, but will make a very in. | 
e. Appearance in Hiftory. |: 
Again, when it was once reſolved to aſfiſt her 8 
rias Majeſty, why were the ſixteen thouſand: Hanoverians, 
which we had ſo prudentiy taken into our Pay about the 
Beginningof laſt Winter, ordered down toFlanders, where 
it was knewn they could be of no Service ?*and why were 


they not ſentaſter Maillebois, a bim in his March, 
and 
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and prevent the Retreat of the Frunch Forces; which be- 
ing cooped up in Prague, muſt have been either cut in 


Pieces, famiſbed, or made Priſoners at Diſcretion ?, But 


that Punning may ſeem too ludicrous, upon ſo melancholy a 
Subject, we Would fain aſk, where was the berger of 
ſuch unaccountable' Meaſur 


es; 2 

Shall it eternally be truly ſaid by Beugen to the 
Reproach of our Country, that the Engliſh have i 
Abundance. of Wit, but then it is only After-wit? Shall 
we always reſemble. the late Lord Wharton's PupPIESs, 
by never opening our Eyes, till we are downright finking ? 
Are not all Evils, if foreſeen in time, to be prevented at 
an egſier and cheaper Rate, than they can be remedied af. 


terwards? Did we never before diſcover, that the Power 


of France was growing formidable to Europe ? Have not 
the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition alarmed us frequently, 
for many Years, with Repreſentations of its continnal In- 
creaſe ?£ Are not divers of their Speeches yet. extant 8 


| Nay, have not all the ↄublick Writers, except thoſe Pro» 


flitutes in the Pay of the M——y, taken the Alarm, and 
echoed the impending Danger throughout the Kingdom? And 
what has been the Conſequence thereof? Were not both 
the one and the other repreſented at one Time as ſediti- 
ors and diſaſfected Perſons, who were perpetually diſturb- 
ing the Tranquillity of the Nation, by infu/mg into them 


Vain Fears of imaginary and chimerical Perils, that exiſted 


no where but in their own Brain; whilſt our wiſe, boneſt, 
and ſagacious M perfited in ſtill contributing, by e- 
Very Step he took, towards the Aggrandi ſement of that dur 
natural Enemy, regardleſs: of all that could be ſaid a- 
gainſt it? And at another Time, when the Danger was 
become too viſible to be denied, was not the Note changed? 


and was not this very Danger urged againſt us, and but 


too fucceſs fully, for many Years, to prevent our taking. 
Revenge of a cruel, cowardly, and- deſpicable Nation, who 
had not only mfulted and plundered us, but committed the 


moſt inſolent and provoting Owtrages, equally to oy Dife- 
Honour of our Sovereign and his Subjef3s? {nn . 


Was not, we ſay, "this the very Caſe? Was abt the 
Der of incemſing France, urged. with too much Sue a 
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| to prebent our delaring War againſt Spain, in our own 4 
|; Cauſe ? Nay, was it not even ſaid, that we muſt not dare » 
o intercept. or ſeize the Gaileons, though ue ſhould come 2 
toa Rupture with Spain, becauſe the French had the great- 4 
f eft Share of Property therein, and would not SUFFER it? A 
ö Did we not tin at the Marquis D'. Aulin's Expediti- i. 
y ort to the Baltick, though it was openly declared that one 4 
1 Part of his Buſineſs was to ſound our Couſts; and though I 
1 it put us to the Charge of ting out a peaceable Squa- 4 
3 dron," to prevent any /imiſfter Defigns' that might be con. 3 
2 cealed under that Pretence ? Did we not even wink at his A 
t ſecond Expedition to the Weſt-Indits, and ſuffer him : 
N to proceed ſo far thereon before we ſent any Ships after 1 
r him, that, had not Providence interpoſed -in- our favour, A 
it not only Admiral Vernon and his Squadron. muſt have A 
s been ſwallowed up by the united Navy: of France and W 
Spain, but probably Sir Chaloner Oxle himſelf, with his | 


Fleet, muſt likewiſe have fallen a Sacrifice in the ſecond 
place? Is any one ſo-wweak as to imagine that the Mar- 
quis D' Antin would not have aſiſted the Spaniards, could 
he but have joined them before the Arrival of Sir Cha- 
loner ? And was it not owing entirely to contrary Winds 
that he did not? Is it not evident, by the Conduct of 
the Marquis in returning immediately to Europe, when 
he found his Den fruſtrated by the Junction of our 
Admirals, that this was the ſole End of his Voyage? 
Or do we believe the French were fond of copying after 
our viſe Example, in fitting out peaceable Squadrons, an 
putting the Publick to unneceſſary Expence, to per ſuade 
their Enemies into Compliance with their Defires ? Was 
not the whole Nation ſo univerſally convinced, that the 
French Fleet were ſent to join the Spaniards, and fall 
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with their united Force upon Admiral Vernon, that we _ 
all gave him over for loſt? Was it not even ſuggeſted; + 
that it was the Defire of ſome Perſons at home, who bre 
that gallant Officer no good Will, and were utterly averſe : 

to our declaring War, that he might be defeated #- In ef- 

fect, might it not be truly ſaid of him on that Occa- 

ſion, as was on another of Queen Elizabeth, that 72 
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O] nimium Alete Deo, cui la Alber, | 
: Et conjurati veniunt ad Claſſics venti. Chudin. 


| 9 4 not this, we ſay again, the real Caſe? And did 
we not <vink at all theſe groſs Acffronts, rather than draw 
upon us the Power of France in our own Cauſe? Nay; 
did we not even wink at her building divers Batteries near 
Dunkirk, on pretence of guarding her Coaſts from Inſults, 
to avoid breaking with her on any Account, though our 
own Intereſt was in queſtion? And are we now, wanionly, 
bringing ker Arms upon us, without any freſh Provocation, 
and that in another*s Quarrel, and ( as {ot is yet worſe) in 

a conſuming Land-war ? Amazing Change! or rather 


| monſtrous Inconfiſtence in our Councils ! But, what ſhall we 


ſay? We hope we are not as yet fallen under that heavy 
Curſe, Quos Deus vult perdere, prius dementat. 


In effect, either our paſt Conduct for at leaſt these | 
dozen Years was weak and deſtructive, or our preſent 
Meaſures muſt be ſo; and ſome, perhaps; may be //o 


malicious to inſinuate, neither of them are much better. 
7 however that may be, this is evident. Grant- 

the former to be the Caſe, if we are now to act 
= Part of - Penelope, by pulling down what we have 
been ſo long building up, and running counter to all our 
Meaſures for that Time, one Step more was abſolutely 
neceſſary, even for our own Vindication; namely, the ma- 


king a publick Recantation, by diſclaiming and diſavoming 


our paſt Conduct, by owning we had been impoſed on, a 


betrayed, and (which likewiſe neceſſarily follows) by an 


Impeachment and vigorous Proſecution of thoſe, who had 
thus miſied, betrayed, and impoſed upon us, with all their 
Tools and Abettors, be they ever ſo numerous. This, 


we ſay, was abſolutely neceſſary, if we deſired to create. 


any Confidence either in our Allies, if ſuch we ſtill have, 


or in our People at home: For otherwiſe, if we ſcreen 
and protect the Traytors, whilſt we condemn their Trea- 


ſons; if we ſuffer them to enjoy with Impunity the Fruits 


of their Villam, whilſt we are groaning under the Mi. 
Fortunes 


Elms dt for Me. g i, bee vis Comp 
ment ie Joly, applied to him? G ee | 


1 


F ertunes and Preſſures occalioned by their pernicious Pro. 
| ceedings; if we allow them to reve! in inſolent Foy and 
' Plenty, whilſt the whole Nation are almoſt ftarving, and 
. mourning their wretched Condition; we may talk of our 
Wiſdom, we may boaſt of our Bravery, and we may prate if 
we pleaſe of our Liberty; but the firſt will be v ESP 8E p, 
125 ſecond P1TxED, and the third i A uoREB at by all 
p. Re" | | | 
75 Came we now to the other Motive for engaging in the 
preſent War, namely, that of reftoring Peace in the Em- 
pire; and let us ſee whether the Matter will be much 
mended? We are afraid not. In the firſt place, moſt 
of the Queſtions before aſked, if not all of them, might a- 
gain be repeated as properly herez and it would be equal- 
y difficult to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer thereto, Not 
only ſo, but, beſides thoſe, ſome other Objections might 
be ſtarted by an i!/-natured Queriſt, which it would not 
be found an eaſy Taſk to remove. For Inſtance, How 
comes Great Britain, which, being an Iſland, can be but 
remotely, if at all affected thereby, to be more concerned 
in re-eſtabliſhing the Peace of the Empire, than divers of 
the Princes of Germany, and even ſome of the moſt power- 
ful; though their Dominions are /ituated therein; and, be- 
ing themſelves Members of it, their Welfare and Safety 
muſt be looked upon as inſeparable from that of the 
'Germanick Body ; and yet ſeem to trouble themſelves very 
liitle about the preſent War? | 
There are but two Ways by which this their indolent 
Behaviour can poſſibly be accounted for. The one, is by 
ſaying, That they do not apprehend the Safety of the 
Empire as a Body to be at all in Danger at this Juncture; 
and then it will follow of courſe, that we had no Buſi- 
"neſs to interfere in the War. The other is, by frankly 
confeſſmg, that, finding us to be at all times ſo ready to be 
the Don Quixotes and Dupes of Europe, they are reſol- 
ved to lay the whole Burden upon us. Now, which of 
"theſe may be the Caſe, we will not pretend to deter- 
mine; but this we will venture to affirm, That,  ſup- 
poſing the former to be the Truth, we are acting a very 
| mprudent Part; and ſuppoſing it to be the latter, what- 
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ever may be the Iſſue thereof, it will not rellound wet 

to our Honour or Int##et to be conſtantly the Bubbles Ar- 
 Fatkipuy-for-ulls of every Power on the Continent. In 

effect, it is very evident it is in this Light our NelpBbvurs 

at preſent lobt ion us. It would otherwiſe have been 

impoſſible that the Dutch, who, had the Queen of Hun- 

gary been dVerwhelmed,. triuft irfallibly have fullen a Sa- 

crifice the next, could have remained ſo long ſuch'qizier 

and unconterned Spektutörs of a War, on the Event of 
which their own Security immediately depended, —© © 
Having mentioned the Dutch, we cannot help ma- 
king one Obſervation with regard to heir Behqvioir to 
us of late Years, which has equally raiſed our -Aforiſh- 
ment and Indignation. It is this, that We have not been able 
to prevail on thein to join With us in any tne Meaſure, 
unleſs we ſhould except tlie Suppreſſion of the Oftend Com- 
pam, (wherein they were more than egually concerned ih 
paar of Intereſt with ourſelves), and in the preſent War, 
if they can properly be ſaid 2c het to have joined us. We 
ay, this has equally raiſed 6ur Indignation and APonilh- 
ment; the one, at the Slight put upon us, and the Iudig- 
nity offered us, (not to mention their 2r0/5s Iipratitude 
to a Nation which has ſo often prevented their being ſtoal. 
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lowed up); the other, that our incomparable Stateſnien have 
never bethought themſelves of a Way to compel them to it, 

and that almoſt at any time. Let but the Miniſter of Greut 

Britain who reſides at the Hague, declare peremptorily, 

in his Maſter's Name, That be weill renounct all Alliance 
with them, and leave them to the Mercy of France, un- 
7 leſs they will cordially eſpouſe our Intereſts, and unite thtir 
Forces againſt our common Entinies, as the French ever 

were, and ever muſt be; and they will not ſtand long be- 

fitating about it. In effect, they would then have but theſe 

two Ways to chuſe; either to throw themſelves direly 

into the Arms of France, and become a Province to her, 

or to join Heart and Hand with us; and which of theſe 

would be the mojt eligible, we leave ariy one to judge. 

To return, however, from whence we have digreſſed, 
= We would fain aſk another Queſtion, namely, How has 
=_. che Emipire de/erved it at dur Hands, chat we — 

= „ Journ 8 


„ Ü — . 4 ov > watt ů m V cu an. a... 


2.) 
intereſt-ourſelves /o PUT -, its Welfare? We wok 
we know of no Obligation we have to it, nor indeed ul d 
any. we poſſibly can have. We know, on the con 
that it oxved.its Safety.to us at, the ever-memprable Bar K 


of Hochſted: when, our vicherieus Army defeated. the am- 


ditions Views of the comman- Engng. of Europe, at an, iH. 
nite Expence both of oy — Treaſure ; or which we 
were amply rewarded, d doubt, by a fexw baggy Rags, 
ſome of which ſtill hang up in anna Hall. But how 


this Benefit conferred 22 by us at ſo dear a Rate, 


ſhould lay us under a freſh Obligation. of conferring more, 
and probably at. as exorbitant a * we mult own we 


cannot perceive. 

In effect, who was it lighted up the Flames of War 
in the Empire, and carried Fire and Sword into the Do- 
minions Nuten of Aust Was it not the Ele- 
Etor of Bavaria, a Prince who h 7 pad: a in the Jp 
tereſt of the common. N and Inceud; ay, 
and who has trode exactly in the Steps. of his, 99 
Father? And did not the Empire ne wachelen chuſe this 


Prince as their Head, and thereby enable him the more to 


2 waſte and 2 Deſolation through great Part of the 

Territories of her Hungarian Majeſty? Did not moſt of 
the Princes aſſiſt be Emperor 1 in ſo doing, and do not 
many. till ſupport him with Men or Money? Who then 
can they have 10 blame but themſelves. for the Ravage 


and Devafation of the Empire ? And what Buſineſs have 


we to intermeddle therewith ? Muſt they light up Fires, 
and muſt. we be at the hs An and Trouple of extingui/h- 
ing them ? Ap the 1 himſelf, we 888 he is 
* trom be ing to an be that we are 0 GN | 
Ne Fey. worſe. has yet met with; and 
ould not 195 to ſep him reduced to take Refuge i in 

(oh As his Father did before him. 

the Trach, the Houſe of Bavaria bye for 


9 the never. failing Tools of the Houſe of 
Nals. we bear no IIl- will to the Bauari 


aus as a 8 Yet, as they are continually made the 


Inſtruments of mt Prince's. unit Schemes. to embroi] 1 
1 * are thereby 5 ſubſerviet to ys am; | 


bitious 
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1 
Nn and wicktd Defign s Ir the Court of Verſai let, we 
think it would be for 52 Benefit of Chriſtendom, if both 
they and the French were almoſt exterminated, as the Peſts 
of Society and common Enemies of Mankind. Perhaps this 
may ſound very ill-natured in the Ears of ſome Peo le, 
and we may be cenſured as bighly inbumane; but if they 


would weigh the Matter rightly, they would ſoon be 


convinced to the contrary, and would know we are go- 
yerned in our Opinion by this equitable Rule, | 


— Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulld, 
Quam necis artifices arte perire ſud. 


In effect, if either the French and Bavarians, or all the 


reſt of Europe, muſt be ruined, if they have conſtantly en- 
deavoured to embroil all Chriſtendom ;, if the whole Tenor 
of their Conduct for many Years has been the ſame, and 


they have never wanted the Will when they have had the 


Phy? ; if their Princes, within theſe fourſcore Years, 
have been the Cauſe of ſhedding as much Blood, and 4 
ſtroying as many Men, as both their Dominions contain, 
(which we verily believe they have); and if their Sub- 
jects are always ready to execute their very worſt Commands, 


We think it will hardly admit of any Diſpute, which 
ought to. ſuffer. 


That we have not aggravated Matters in this Repre- 
ſentation of the Caſe, will evidently appear, if we con- 
ſider, how often within that Time they have called the 
Turks into the Empire, and what Nyjmbers on both Sides 
loſt their Lives on thoſe Occaſions; if we reflect like- 
wiſe what Seas of Blood were ſhed by them,” on account , 
of the Succeſſion to the Crown of Spain, whereon they 
perfidiouſly. ſeized, contrary, to all Laws human and di- 
vine; if we reflect on their ſpiriting up: the * paniardi to 
ſeize on Sicily in 1718, the preyentirg of which has 


cauſed the War between them and us ever fince; toge- 


ther with their ucceſs ful Invaſion of both Naples, 25 
and Milan in 17 34, in conjunction with 1 Kin 
Spain and Sardinia, whom they alſo drew into that! 

their bribing the Cardinal Primate of Poland, with chers 


13 


of the Grandes, to elect Staniſlaus, thou gh contrary A 
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ſture of Affairs, we ſhould be tempted to believe this; 


his Deſire, merely to make his Election a Bone of Con- 
tention, and to ſet all Europe in a Flame; their pirizing 
the Swedes ſince to fall upon the Muſcovites, and the 


ings of Pruſſia and Poland, with the Elector of Bava- 


ria, to attack tke Queen of Hungary: If we reflect on all 
theſe, we ſay, and the Millions of Lives loft on all Sides 
thereby, we ſhall find, we have not exceeded the Bounds 
of Probability, in ſaying, the French and Bavarians have 
been the Occaſion of deſtroying as many Men as both 
their Dominions contain. We have paſſed; over their 
perfidious Invaſion of the Seven Provinces, which they 
almoſt over-ran in the Reign of Charles II. and their 
more perfidious and inbumane Behaviour, ' on pretence of 
being Mediators, in Corfica, with the Blood ſhed on thoſe 


- Occaſions, becauſe we would not inflame the Reckoning. 


To return then from whence we have again digreſſed, 


we have ſeen that, whether our engaging in the preſent 
War be aſcribed to our Deſire of ſupporting the Queen 


of Hungary, or of reftoring Peace to'the Empire, our Con- 
duct muſt appear both weak and unaccountable to all ſen- 
ſible and unprejudiced Perſons. Neither would the Mat- 
ter be much mended, ſhould we add a third Motive, and 


ſay, it was neceſſary, to prevent the Overtbrow of the Ba- 


lance of Power in Europe; becauſe it is notorioufly known, 
that the whole Tenor of our Conduct, for above theſe twen- 
ty Years, has had a vi/ible Tendency to aggrandize France, 
and weaken the Houſe of Auſtria, which every one, who 
did not wilfully ſhut his Eyes againſt Conviction, was 
ſenſible could not fail of e 2 deftroying the Balance 
© This was /o manifef, that ſome Perſons have pretended 
to account for it, by ſaying, that the Greatneſs of the Auſtri- 
an Family was look'd upon with invidious Eyes by a certain 
G-rm-n Prince; that he was therefore deſirous of bringing 
it down to his own Level; and that he found the Means 


to prevail upon our M-——y to join with him in this 


deteftable and deftruftive Projets; which has according] 


been put in Execution but foo ſucceſsfully. We muſt own, 
were we to judge by Appearances, and the preſent Po- 


* 
* 


but 


but then. we can't-help thinking, that an Impeachment 
mult have been 8 bra Conſequence of our Change 
of Meaſures, were it only to vindicate the Nation in ge- 


neral, from having conſenied to a Deſign ſo execrabl, and 


Y contrary to oun rue Intere: As no ſuch thing there: 
fore has been attempted, we muſt conclude there are no 


Grounds for ſuch a Suggeſtion. 
Neither would we willingly believe there is any more 


Foundation for another, which has been induſtriogſly 


whiſpered about, and has gained ſome Credit; namely, 
That the Advantage and Welfare of a certain E. ts has 
been of more wed and more-con/ulted, in our Maaſares 
at this Juncture, than the Intereſt and Profperity of Great 
Britain; becauſe it would neceſſarily follow, that even 
the preſent Pilots, of the State were but izle leſs crims- 
nal than thoſe in former Times; and conſequently that we 
are ſcarce any way the Gainers, by the Change. 
What gave Rib to this Suggeſtion, we ſuppoſe was 
this, that the People, not being able to account for our 
late Conduct, and particularly for ene Step, which they 
thought wo incomiſtent with the Intereſt of theſe King- 
doms, were willing to aſcribe it to the Regard ſome Per- 
ſons had tor a certain Counry, tor whoſe Advantage alone 


it ſeemed calculated. But they never conſidered, that 


though ſuch a Regard might be very excuſable and natural 
in thoſe Perſons, it was quite. the reverſe, and abſolgtely 
unpardonable in ſome others; becauſe it ſhewed they were 
utterly unmindful and regarale(s of the Welfare of another 
Cauntry, for which they were bound, by the ſtricteſt Ties 
of Duty and Nature, to have the moſt tender Concern, 

We chuſe, therefore, rather to ſuſpend our Judgment, 
till we can have better Information what were the rea! 
Motives which induced us now to. engage ſo precipitetely 
in a War upon the Continent, than be guiliy of paſſing 


raſh Cenſure upon the Counſels of thoſe for whoſe Wi/aom 


and Integrity we would willingly retain the utmoſt Yene-. 
ration. But, nevertheleſs, we cannot help obſerving, it 
is ſomewhat amazing the preſent Land-war, wherein we ar 
as yet only Auxiliaries, ſhould have ſo much e all 
our Care and Attention, that the War with Spain, wherer 
: m 


( * J. 
i are , and in the tn mh haedf "we are 
tely more concerned, fhoald be wholly 
ard in ore It muſt be Saen, —— 
Ne er — n che * penerous and 
ter tion ever was, in thus the 

—5 of our Allies to our on. We oa be 
if we could fee any of them who were fohd of follow- 
ing . Seer, but they are oiſer than do im. te us 

in ſu 

Hill be faid, in Juſifcutivn of this Rranpe and un- 
attovonnedl: Contae, that the whole Nation cafted ont Toud- 

n us, 'to'afift her H an Majeſty? Sup 

7 Kould- be granted, would this be a ſu ent Beule 
Not in the leaſt. We own it was a very popular Men- 
fares, we own the Britons, who are naturalh a Brave and 
Tenerous People, could not bear to ſee that injured and 
pullant Princeſs fo bafely and unjuſtly oppreſſed and -over- 
wbelmed by ſuch Numbers of treacherous and coturdiy 
Pritmics, who, without any Provocatioh, invaded her 
Dottiinions on all Sides with Fire and Stood, without 
wiſhing Providence might raiſe her up ſome Protector to 
lp her Cauſe. But does this prove we ＋ — 
many Britiſh Regitnents ſhould be tr 
ders, at an faite” Expence; and that we ſhonld = HN 
teen thouſand Hanoveriuns into bur 5 almoſt a Year 
before we wanted them, to bt in a manner their o 
_ Duarre]? We fay, their own Quarrel ; for, that th 

were much more mearly concerned therein than we, no dul 
can deny; As little does it prove, that we were willing 
our own Intereſt ſhould be entirely negletted, or paſponed 3 
or that, while we are maintaining a powerful & auron in 
the Mediterranean, for the Proteztion of the erritories 
of Sardinia and Tuſcany, the 8 ds ſhould be /affered, 
almoft ammvlzgſted, to take our Mercharit-ſhips, and-eve- 

Week-ſhould bring an Accoutit of freſh Captures , 

which 'tnight long ago have been preven teu, in a great 
meaſure, 1 a null Squadron to St, Scheme, 
to drioBſb tha Neft of Pyrutes; or, ät leuſt, to dn an 
the Privateers - in co Harbour. 

No; this was ſüch prepuſtervus Conia as col _ 
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have been foreſeen, or, if it had, would never haue been 
approved of... We grant, we were willing the Gusen 
Hungary ſhould be afifted; but then it was by timely Re- 
mittances in Money, with which ſhe could have Hired 
Troops, not only at a much egſier Rate than we poſſibly 
can, but ſuch Troops as ſhe might have had - much ſooner, 
and which, being  ab/olutely at her own Command, would | 

have done her much more effeftual Service than any others. 

In the mean while, if we were willing to go, yet farther, 

a formidable Fleet might have made a powerful Diver/ion, 

by keeping the Conſts of France in a continual Alarm : 

Which would at once have anſwered #20 good Ends; one, 

by obliging them to keep a large Body of Forces upon their 

Sea-coaſts, and interrupting their Commerce, which of itſelf 

would have been highly advantageous to us; the other, by 

ſcouring our Channel, and ſecuring our Merchant-ſhips from 

any Spaniſh. Privateers, or, which is as bad, from the 

French under the Diſguiſe of Spaniards. We might add 

a third Advantage, which would have reſulted to us from 

ſo judicious.and prudent a Conduct; namely, we ſhould 

either not have heard of the refortifying Dunkirk, in ex- 

preſs Violation of the Treaty of Utrecht, or might have . 

fectually prevented it by a timely Viſit before it had been 

zoo far advanced. There was yet another way of diſtreſſing 

the French, which would have galled them conſiderably 

and that is, by procuring Commiſſions from her Hungari- 

an Majeſty to fit out Privateers under ber Colours; which 

would nevertheleſs have been no Breach. of Peace, nor 

any more than the Len Talionis, as they have done the 

ſame by us ſeveral Times. F 

. We confeſs indeed, if we muſt always be burdened 

4 with the ſame numerous Land. army as of late Years, we 

- ſhould chuſe much rather to have them employed in 

fighting for our Allies abroad, than in ſpreading. Idleneſs 
and Debauchery by their Examples at home throughout 
the Kingdom. But it was expected 8 ago, that we | 
FE: ſhould have been relieved from this Grievance; and 1 
| »« though no Eaſe could be obtained during the Influence 
ol our late Grand Vizier, it was generally believed this | 
| would have been the agreeable fit Fruits of a Change 3 
LE . "nay, 
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nay, though we found bt. diſa lente no 
body doubted but it would have been — with, before 
it was attempted to lay any farther Load upon the Pu- 
dict in favour of any Ay whatever; fo willing were we 
to wait with Patience, and not be foo Fe in cen- 


furing. 
To our Sorrow, however, we were miſtakes egregiouſh, 
and have ſeen a Change of Hands with very litile Altera- 


tion of Meaſures : So — is a bad Example! eſpecial- 
ly — no Puniſhment has been inflifted on the firſt Offend- 
er. Nevertheleſs, though we have taken one falſe Step, 
and there is no Likelihood we ſhould recede from it, at 
leaſt, if we are guided by the ſame wiſe Counſels as of 
late, till the Back of the Nation is quite broken, we will 
venture to lay it down as an walterable Maxim with re- 
ſpect to theſe Kingdoms, That, whenever we would ex- 
ert our natural Strength to the greateſt Advantage, and an- 


noy our Enemies the moſt with the leaſt Expence and Hazard 
our Land- 


to ourſelves, we muſt begin with diſbanding 
forces, and taking off our moſt burdenſome s Taxes. We 
muſt, then, neceſſarily reign Lords of the Ocean; and 
though our on Trade might labour under ſome Difficulties, 
(which is the conflant Effe of War), that of our Neigb- 
bours would labour under yet more; which would make 
them ſoon willing to give us reaſonable Satisfattion; ' © 
In effect, the Caſe is widely altered between us and 
the French ſince the late War. During that we had a prei- 
ty flouriſhing Trade, and the French ſcarce any; ſo that we 
had a great deal to loſe, and ſcarce any Thing to get: (And 
yet, even then, by a right Management, we might wenn 
made them ſoon weary of it): Whereas note, as 
our Rivals, and that too ſucceſs fully in moſt of our Branch. 
es of Trade, (wherein they have in a great meaſure ſup- 
Planted us), they have as much, or more'to loſe, than we, 
and, by reaſon of our Superiority at Sea, muſt neceſſarily 
ſuffer the moſt. If we muſt engage in a War, therefore, 
at any Time, (which, as has been already ſhewn, we 
ht never to do, but ſor the Prevention of a greater 
Evil,” as the Interritption of our Commerce ot Violation of 
our aß Rightr), le A in ſuch a Manner as to 
29 9 0 annoy 
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annoy aur Enemies the 4 and that with the leaſt Ha- 
ard and Expence, and the grearef Probability of Advan- 
tage to ourſelves. 

Should we not think any Man linie better than mad, 
who, being himſelf but of ſmall Stature, and weak, and 
having a Quarrel to decide with an Adverſary of twice his 
Strength, (with whom, however, he could very ell cope 
either at Small. ſwword or with Fire- arms), if, having it in 
his Power to chuſe his Weapons, he ſhould decline uſing 
thoſe which rendered him a Match for his Antagoniſt, 
and wvain-gioriouſly, raſply and fooliſhly, ſhould offer to 


engage bim at Fiſty-cuffs, wherein the other had viſibiy 
the Odds on his Side? Should we not ſay ſuch an obſti- 


nate Wretch was infatuated, and highly deſerved to be hear- 


tily drubbed, in order to bring him to his Senſes? This 
would certainly be the Opinion of every reaſonable Man; 
nor would any one either afſift or pity him, though redu- 
ced to the moſt deplorable Conditi on, but bid him thank 
himſelf. Juſt as weak and abſurd is the Conduct of Great 
Britain in engaging in a War 4 L. with any Power 
upon the Continent. 

But perhaps it will be faid, we could not any. other 
Way ſo effettually ſupport her Hungarian Majeſty; and 
that we were bound to aſſiſt her as Guarantees of the Prag- 
matick Sanction. Let us examine, therefore, what Truth 
chere would be in ſuch a Suggeſtion. Suppoſing then a 
timely Remittance of two Millions of Florins over and above 


what has already been granted her, had been made to 


that glorious. Princeſs at the Beginning of the War; and 


ſuppoſing the Hanoverians had paid their own. 7 Tocps, 


which, as their Country is more nearly concerned | in the 


Event thereof than ours, they ought to have done: Sup- 


poſing we in the mean while had ſent a powerful Squa- 
n, with "five. or ſix. thouſand Soldiers, and a proper 
Vumber of Bomb-ketches, to keep the Sea-coaſts of France 
in a continual Alarm, and carry, Terror and Deſolation 


where-ever they appeared; would not ſuch a Diverſion, 


with the infinite Damage they might have done, and the 
almeſt total Interruption of their Commerce, have obliged 
the * to ſend ſuch Numbers. to man their Cos 11 

1 | 
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would have weakened 1.35, 1 . more than any other 
Meaſure we can take? This, we believe, will —— be 
diſputed ; but Foręſgbt and ſound Policy are very * 
the Chara#eriſticks of a B——þ M—y. 

Accordingly we ſaw ours continue wholly unconcerned 
and indolent, whilſt the Kings of France, Spain and Sar- 
dinia, in conjunction, invaded the Dominions of our ancient 
- Ally the Emperor on every Side, ſtript him of all his 
Poſſeſſions in Italy, and reduced him to the laſt Extre- 
mity; to extricate himſelf from which, his Imperial 
Majeſty was forced to agree to the Ceſſion of the Dutchy 
of Lorrain to France; to which he had prevailed on the 
Duke to conſent, in conſideration of his Marriage with the 
Archdutcheſs, now Queen of Hungary, and the eventual 
Succeſſion to the Dutchy of Tuſcany. This confiderable 
Aggrandizement of our natural Enemy, they beheld, we 
lay, with the utmoſt Unconcern, at the ſame time that they 
ſaw the Balance of Power in Europe entirely overthrown, 
by the ſo great weakening of the Houſe of Auſtria, in the 
Loſs of Milan, Naples and Sicily. All this did our 
then worthy Miniſtry look on with Indifference, whilſt the 
Proſtitutes, whom they kept in pay to caſt a Miſt before 
the Eyes of the People, and poiſon their Minds, were not 
aſhamed to be daily inveighing againſt the Treaty of U- 
zrecht, for having left the Houſe of Bourbon too formidable, 
_ not having ſufficiently provided for the Balance of 

oer. 

But, ſubmitting i it to wiſer Heads, and to theſe whom 
it may more immediately concern, by what Motrves thoſe: 
Gentlemen were influenced at that time, we ſhall now pro- 
ceed to conſider what we at firſt propoſed; namely, 
What muſt be the probable Conſequences of our engaging: 
in a Land. war? And, in order to ſet this in a clearer Light, 
we ſhall examine, ff, Whether any Advantages can 
poſſibly accrue to us from thence? and ſecondly, What 
Detriment we may in all Likelihood apprehend from it? 
As to the former, we defy all Mankind to point out one 
fingle Advantage we can reap from it. We may, in- 
deed, gain Victories and take Towns; but will this be 
of any Service to our ſelves ? No; the Expence of Blood and 

E 2 * reaſure 


F 
Treaſure will be left ws as has always been in former 
Wars, whilſt the Benefit will redound ſolely to our Allies. 

In ſhort, it would puzzle any one to ſay, what Benefit 
we can propoſe to our ſelues from this extraordinary Step. 
= Will it increaſe or extend our Trade? No one will have 
I the Impudence to affirm it. Will it enrich the Nation? 

] Quite the contrary ; it will greatly impoveriſh us, by con- 
F | tinually draining from us our Money and our moſt uſeful 
'8 Hands, Will it ſecure us from the ary gr of. the 
4 Spaniards, or obtain better Terins for us from thoſe haugh- 
1 ä ty and cruel Enemies? Juſt the reverſe; whilſt we are 
__ exerting our whole Strength in ſupport of the Queen of 
1 > 0 Hungary, at the Expence of our beſt Blood and Treaſure, 
11 they will have the faireſt Opportunity to exert themſelves, 
by redoubling their Outrages, and putting their Paſſeſions 
in America into ſuch a Condition as not to fear any Inſults : 
So that, in proportion as we grow weaker, they will 
grow ſtronger ; and conſequently will be the 4% likely to 
recede from their e- Preten/ions, What a bopeful Pro. 
pelt is this for Great Britain! If then a La will 
neither extend our Trade, enrich the Nation, ſecure us from 
the Depredations and Inſults of our Enemies, nor obtain 
us any better Terms from them; what Advantage, in the 

Name of Wonder, do we propoſe to ourſelves from 
A | | 

Perhaps it may be anſwered, we ſhall obtain honour- 

able Terms for her Hungarian Majeſty ;, after which we 
* ſhall; be at Liberty to exert ourſelves in our own Behalf, 
WH and on the War with Vigour againſt the Spaniards. 
* Shall we ſo! We are heartily glad of it truly! We 

3m thought, however, in common Prudence, we ought firſt 

to have taten care of our own Concerns; and then to have 

conſidered about ting our Allies, But what have a 

generous, difinterefted Britiſh M——y to do with common 

Prudence? And yet, what would they ſay to a Man, 

who, when his own Houſe, and that of a diſtant Neigh- 
hour, were both in a Flame at the ſame time, ſhould run 
to help to extinguiſh the latter, and leave his own to be 

* _ conſumed? Should not they and all the World pronounce 
1 hum a Madman? And are not we now acłing the very ſame 
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Pari? In effect, ſuppoſing we were not only to obtain 
the moſt honourable Terms for the Queen of Hungary, 
(Which yet is ſomewhat doubtful), but ſhould 4e /o ſuc- 
re/5ful as to recover for ber all the Houſe of Auſtria have 
loft within theſe ten Years z what would this avail us, if 
our own Nation is impoveriſbed, our moſt able-bodied Men 
exhauſted, and our Commerce irretrievaby loſt ? All 
of which are the probable Conſequences of our engaging 
now in a Land- war. We ſay of engaging now, becauſe 
we muſt engage at ten Times the Diſadvantage we did 
formerly in Queen Anne's Reign; as will be ſhewn pre- - 
ſently in its proper Place, — 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, we may poſſibly enlarge 
our Dominions, by obtaining ome Territories on the Con- 
tinent, which may add to the Splendor of our Crown, 
and give more Weight to our Influence, whether we are 1 
to declare War, or enter into Negotiations with any of 3 1 
our neighbouring Potentates. Our Anſwer is, Heaven | 33 
forbid. lo wild a Thought ſhould ever find Entrance in- 
to our Brains. We know but of one Place, beſides what 
we already have on the whole Continent of Europe, which 
could be of any Service to us; and that is Dunkirk ; which 
cannot fail of proving a great Thorn in our Sides, whilſt 


in the Hands of the French, in caſe of Rupture: And. 1 
even that our good Allies would never aſſiſt us to reduce; 9 
they would not, in all the late glorious and ſucceſsful War, N 9 
though we were then continually adding, not only Towns, | ' 
but whole Provinces to their Dominions. Beſides, we 5 


would fain aſk, what Weight have the German Territories 
under the Government of our Sovereign given at any 
Time to our Meaſures? „ 04's «1 p46 
Mie have found them indeed of ſome Height, but then it 
has been to our Diſadvantage. They have been of ſuffici- | 
ent Weight to draw away from us, too frequently, the Per- A 
ſons of our Princes; we hope not their Afectious, nor our 0 
Treaſures; though even that has been often ſuggeſted: But 'F 
we are far from giving any Credit to it. ' Nay, it has 
been pretty publickly inſinuated by many, that they have 
been a dead Weight to us on ſeveral Occaſions, by pre- 
venting us from exerting. ourſelves for our own true Inte- 
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'reft, whenever it has been thought incompatible with that 
of | thoſe favourite P. ſſaſi· us; and drawing us into Mea 


ures altogether incon/iſtent with our own Welfare. Some 


have even- pretended to account by this means for moſt 


of our Meaſures of late Yearsz for which otherwiſe no 


tolerable Reafon could be aſſigned. Accordingly, to 
this they aſcribe the Treaty of Hanover, which threw 


us into the Arms of France, our natural Enemy, and a- 


foniſhed all Mankind; in order to reduce the exorbitant 
Power of the Emperor, which, ſay they, gave Umbrape to 
a certain El-——or, and was therefore to be brought low- 
er. To this likewiſe they aſcribe the memorable Treaty 
of Seville, which ſtipulated the Introduction of Spaniſh 


Troops into Tuſcany, and paved the Way for the Revotu- 


tion which happened ſoon after, and ſtript his Imperial 
Majeſty of all his Poſſeſſions in Haly. To this alſo they 
aſcribe our continuing inactive, though the Emperor was 
not only attacked, at once, by France, Spain, and Sardi- 
nia in Italy, but in Germany alſo by the former, and re- 
duced to the laſt Extremity. 1 
Nay, they pretend to account hereby even for our pre- 
ſent Conduct, and ſay, our engaging ſo heartily at pre- 
ſent, is owing to the Reſentment of a Viſit made by Mail. 
lebois to a certain E. te; and the Fear that another 
Prince of the Empire may grow too powerful in his turn, 
if the Queen of Hungary ſhould be reduced too low. We 
are far, however, from giving Credit to any of theſe 
Suggeſtions; becauſe it has ever been received, as an un- 
deniable Maxim in Politicks, to which there has never 
heretofore been found an Exception, that when a ſmaller 
State is united to a greater, ſo as to come under the Do- 
minion of .the ſame Prince, the ſmaller muſt of courſe 
become dependent upon the greater, as the latter muſt 
neceſſarily be the Seat of Empire: Whereas, ſhould we 
believe theſe Inſinuations, the Influence of the leſſer Do- 
minion has always been 100 ſtrong for that of the greater, 
and has occaſioned ſuch Alterations in the Political Syſtem 
of Europe, as could never have been foreſeen, and would no 
have been believed, it prophęſied. 6 AER 
However, be this as it will, and leaving theſe Matters 
| | 8 


39, ] 
to be decided pe being above our Sphere, thus 
much is certain, that any: Poſſeſſions on the Continent 
muſt be highly prejudicial to Great Britain; as they would 
deprive us of the moſt. coniderable Benefits we enjoy thro?. 
our happy Situation; which are, that no Power can invade. 
us, but at an infinite Diſadvantage; and that we need not be 
involved in any of the Qyarrels between our Neighbours 
on the Continent unleſs we pleaſe ; and, even then, it 
need only be upon our own Terms. Any Poſſeſſions, 
therefore, on the main Land, which were not conſi- 
derable enough to ſupport themſelves, in caſe of being 
attacked, either by their own Strength, or through the 
Means of natural Allies, who are intereſted i in their Pre- 
ſervation, would be ſo far from proving beneficial, that 
they might, in Time, be fatal to us, by being perpetual 
Drains of our Treaſure, and drawing us into ſo many 
Diſputes, .on their Account, as might caſt us more than 
2 Value of their whole Fee-fimple Ne be able to de- 
ra 
Eren 6 GiBralTan, the only Place we have, or we 
hope ever ſhall have, upon the Continent; of Europe, 
would not be worth our keeping, were it not impregnable 
by Land, and eaſh relieved, in caſe of a Siege, as long 
as we are Maſters of the Sea: Nor would Dunkirk be 
worth our Acceptance, if offered us, but that it might 
be rendered ſo on the Land- ſide, by laying the Country 
around it under Water whenever we pleaſed; and might 
defy all Attacks by Sea, whilſt we reign Sovereigns of the 
Channel, which we < ourſelves will be till Time 1s no 


more. The former, therefore, of theſe Fortreſſes, as it 


ſecures us the Command of the Streights, that important 
Inlet into the Mediterranean, is 0 infinite Value, and 
might be rendered of prodigious Service to us, though we 
can't ſay it has hitherto been of much, by a prudent Con- 
dut? : And the latter, had we been ſuffered to keep it, 
in the Condition it was then in, as we might have done, 
at the Peace. of Utrecht, had we had an honeft Miniſtry, 
by rendering us abſolute. Maſters of both Sides of the Chan- 
nel, would have ſecured ws An; a great meaſure, from the 
as and Inſults of nemies, under our very 
; " *- Nous 
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Noſes, if we may uſe Rr Sale ; nor ſhould" we 
have heard of ſo many half French, half Spaniſh Priva- 
teers, who have lain in wait to ſnap up our Merchant-men 
almoſt at our own Doors, Ux HAPPY BRTTexs! ſcarce 
ever to have one Miniftry who have conſulted your true 
Tntereſs ! ET | AFM IR NU: 1 

It was generally expected, upon the Diſmiſſion of our 
late State-Leviatban, that we ſhould have ſeen better Times, 
and that more ſalutary Meaſures would have been Tollow- 
ed; but, by what Fatality it has been prevented, weknow 
not, we have been hitherto diſappointed : We are willing, 
however, ſtill to hope that Things will ſoon” take a mort 
favourable Turn for theſe unfortunate Kingdoms, and that 
the inauſpicious and baneful Planet, or rather Cos r E l- 
LATION, which has lately been predominant, and ſhed 
its malevolent Influences over the Britiſh Counſels, will be 
quickly baniſhed our Horizon, by the propitious Conjun- 
ction of Saturn, Fupiter and Mercury, in a Trine Aſpett, 
portending Peace, Plenty, Content, and unclogg*d Liberty, 
(with a fouriſhing and extended Commerce, free from all Re- 
firaints and heavy Duties), to theſe once more happy Realms. 

All theſe Bleſſings, great as they are, would be the 
neceſſary Conſequences of wiſe Meaſures ; as the very re- 
verſe will always be the Effect of weak and imprudent 

 Undertakings : How maturely ought we then to weigh all 
our Steps, when /o prodigious is the Difference between a 
well regulated Condutt and the contrary | Good Manage- 
ment and Forecaſt is of as much Conſequence in publick Af. 
fairs as in private Life; and what ſhould we fay to a' 
Man, who, being about to cNgage in any Buſineſs, did 
not firſt ſit down 'and conſider, whether his Gains 
were /ikely to be more than tantamount to his Loſſes, and 
the Expence of carrying it on? Should we not reckon' | 
him very weak and 45 24? Undoubtedly we ſhould! | 
How much more then ſhould we deem him fo, who ſhould 
embark in any Affair, wherein his probable Gains were not 
only highly unlikely ever to make a near Compenſation for 
his Loſſes, and the Charge of Management, but wherein 
the /eaft Miſcarriage or ill Succeſ might poſſibly be attend. 
een 


5 ed with the miſt fatal Ef s — 
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a ming the Conduct of that Prince, who, Being able to je 
ö but an Army of ten tbouſand Men, ſhould think of coping g 


; with another who could bring #wenty thouſand againſt him: 
| And were it not that few Stateſnen trouble their l. Heads with 95 
a the Scripture, we could wiſh thoſe Coun/elHors, who adviſed 


"hp us to engage ſo precipitately in the preſent Land. war, after we 
5 | had /o long continued quiet Spectators thereof, and ſuffered 
N her Hungarian Majeſty to be ſo greatly weakew'd, (which 


might have been prevented by timely Afiſtance), had firſt 
read Luke xiv. 31. 32. and calmly weighed it. But perhaps 
it may be anſwered, There is no Smilie between our Caſe 

. ax preſent, and that of the King there mentioned; that our 
) Army is at leaft equal, if not ſuperior, to that of our Enemies; 

: and Avs we have already ſhewn we are able to cope with 


„ them. Suppoſe we ſhould grant this, what then! Suppo- 

n ſing, inſtead of a drawn Battle, or a Vickory, which the French 

7 il diſpute with us, we had undeniably gained the better, and 

. had killed them ten thouſand Men, whilſt we had loſt but 5 

| half the Number ; would this have been any great matter of 

Triumph to us? Are not our Enemies able to ſupport ten fuch 

Defeats ? On the contrary, ſhould not we be pretty much in f 

; the ſame Caſe with the famous Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, who, 

j after having gained an indiſputable Advantage over the Ro. 

/ mant, but at a dear Rate, and being complimented thereon by : 

* his Officers and Courtiers, very wiſely anſwered, Such he. | 

Viftory would u N DO me. 

T In effect, though we will not affirm, that we ſhould not 

Y be able to bear 4 under one or two dear-bought Vittories, 

| or even as many Defeats; yet we will venture to ſubmit it 

N to the ſerious Conſideration. of any thinking and impartial 

1 Perſon, whether, ſuppoſing this War were to be equally ſuc- 

\ | cefSful with that in the immortal, glorious, Queen Anne's 

1 | Reign, (which, by the by, is kighty improbable); there is a- 1 
L ny likelihood a Nation, already ſinking under the intolerable 3 
Dua of ſuch beavy Taxes as we pay, ſhould be 64e to ſuß--gñ | 
. port it? Or whether the Queen of Hangarys already) imo. 
- |  verifbed, and almoſt depopulated Dominion, and her exbauſt- EY 
0 _ ed Finances, can be any great ¶ fance to us, ſhould the War Fe 
1 2 ona to any Leng of Time? And, it we * 2 
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* 8 ; p : © 1 
wot : TY 8. 3 == 

N EY 8 1 


OSS 7 > a 
| 4 v . * 1 

— * . : l 
* — 

5 : 


] n 
ther able of ourſclyes, 4.4 with the Hel p a her 1 
Majeſty, to ſupport the Burtben of a conſuming Land. war tos 

any Continuance, we would beg our Countrymen ſeriouſly * 
to conſider what we are about. 

Perhaps it will be anſwered, We ſhall be joined like- 

wiſe by the Dutch, and it may be by the King of Pruſſia. 

Suppoſing this were fo, would this mend Matters mighti- 
ly? We are afraid not. As to the States- General, it is 
well known how unwilling they were to engage with us at 
all, if they can be ſaid to have engaged yet; which is to 
be doubted : And, as to his Pruſſian Majeſty, we are ap- 
prebenſive his Triendſbip i is of ſo very late ſtanding, that it is 
as yet pretty much to be ſuſpected. Beſides, ſhould we for 
once grant, that they would now engage heartily on our 
Side, which is much to be queſtioned, eſpecially of the 

Dutch, ſo greatly do they ſtand in Awe of their too formi- 
dable- Neighbours the French; does not every one ſee it would 
be only upon their own Terms ? And how advantageous this 
would be to us, we leave every one to judge who has but 
the leaſt Knowledge of that artful, politick and ſelf-intereſt- 
ed People. 

They call themſelves a Nation of T. 1 and not with- 
out good Reaſon ; for ſuch will every one find them who has 
any Dealings with them. They treat, as a State, in the 
ou Manner as each Individual does in bis private Capaci- 

Fuft ſo much for your Penny, and no more, will you get 
of Hans behind his Counter; and juſt as much for your Pen. 
ny, and no more, will you obtain of their High 1 es, 
when aſſembled in a Body. Accordingly, we ſhall be ſure 
to have almoſt the whole Burthen of the War thrown upon 

us, - whilſt the Dutch, by the Remittances which muſt por 
through their Hands, and the great Circulation of Mone 
our Army will occaſion in the Low Countries, will be little 
or 10 Sufferers, Nay, ſhould all Intercourſe between us and 

| the French be ſtopt, as lt be, in caſe we become Principals 

- in the War, (which now ſeems unavoidable), they may 
Poſſibly be Gainers thereby; ſince we ſhall not be able to 
procure either French Wines, Brandies, Brocades, Silks, or 
Cambricks, thoſe Articles of Luxury we now have direct- 


=_ 5 aa France, (and f from which ur  Publick-ſpirited Nobiz 
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. y and Gentry will not A though the Safely or «i 
I - of the Nation depended thereon), but by the way of Holland; 
as the French, on the other hand, muſt be beholden to che 
Dutch, for all the E ngliſh Commodities they want. | 
We have ſeen, then, that the Acceſſion of the Dutch to 


* 


5 our Meaſures will be of very little Benefit to us; and as for 

his Pruſſian Majeſty, ſhould he join his Troops to ours, it is 

t very certain he would expect a confiderable Subſidy y- and from 

4 whence, in the name of Wonder, is all the Money to come? 

; Had we acted, indeed, as our prudent Neighbours did, and 

. as every wiſe Nation would, during above twenty Years Peace, 

r that we enjoyed, or at leaſt might have enjoyed, had we ſo plea- 

MF ſed; had we improved, we ſay, that happy Opportunity, after 

> | their Example, by eafing the Subjelt in every poſſible reſpett-, ' 

s by taking F all the moſt burdenſome Taxes ;- by giving all 

1 manner of Encouragement to our Manufactures and Ameri- 3 
8 can Colonies; by keeping up no uſeleſs Land. forces at home, =. 
t and granting no unneceſſary Subſidies for foreign T1 roops @ . 4 
k broad; by fitting out no peaceable Squadrons for Raree: 

and Ridicule; by retrenching all needleſs Expences, and 4 

- | ng off, as faſt as poſſible, all the publick Debts, eſpecially ſuch 

8 as were moſt grievous to the induſtrious Poor: Had we done 

3 all this, we ſay once again, we might probably, now, have 

* been in a Condition to have engaged in another Ten Years 

ft Land-war, had it been abſolutely neceſſary; which can hardly 

* ever be our Caſe, Thanks to divine Providence! But after a 


* Peace, ſuch as we did enjoy; a Peace ! with all the Incon- 
n veniencies, and none of the Advantages of War] a Peace! 
nt _ wherein we paid yearly as much in Taxes as during the War 
8 in Queen Anne's Reign, and ſometimes more! a Peace? 
*  Wherein we kept up a more numerous Army, and fitted out 
FA more formidable Fleets than during that whole glorious Period! 
d and yet a Peace during which we ſuffered the maſt outrage- 
ls ous Inſults! a Peace! in ſhort, whereof it may be truly faid, 


iy n In vain the HARRAsSS*D Britons bop'd for EAs ?, ©. Y 
to bilſt growing Taxes were the Fruits of PEACE: _— 
1 After ſuch a Peace! we ſay, wherein we conni ved at the — 
# Reparation of the Harbour of Dunkirk, at our Wool's being _ 
ty gn mia dos from us, and our Men inliſted into the Ser- 2 
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vice of the Freneb, for 5 provokimg them; in ſhort; 
a Peace! during which we have ſuffered almoſt every Branch 

of our Trade to be loft, whilſt ſcarce a Penny of our Debts 
have been paid off, what Probability is there of our bearing 
xp under a tedious Land- war? It would be mere Madneſs 
to think of it. | | 1 | 
In effect, we muſt commence a War at preſent at ten 
times the Diſadvantage as formerly ; we are not only much 
weaker, but our Enemies much ſtronger, than in the Reigns 
of King William, or our late excellent Queen. At that Jun- 
cure, his preſent Catholick Majeſty, Philip V. was but juſt 
advanced to the Throne of Spain; and there was a powerful 
Party in the Kingdom, who were not very well ſatisfied with 
his Promotion; but were diſpoſed to revolt as ſoon as t 
could be aſſured of being ſupported, which they accordingly 
did. But the Caſe is quite different now, when the Spa- 
niards have been accuſtomed to his Sway above forty Years, 
and the Crown is firmly ſettled on his Head: Add to this, 
that theſe his Subjects having been inured to War, for a 
Term of Years, there are now ſeveral thouſands of — 
b Veterans and excellent Officers amongſt them; whereas they 
. were before almoſt as wretcbed Soldiers as the Portugueſe. |- 
_ == Again, by.the late unfortunate Ceſſion of Lorrain, (which 
_— was, in a great meaſure, owing to our Suppimeneſs and Indo. 


1 tence), France has acquired an undoubted Right to that fertile 
_ and rich Dutchy, the Poſſeſſion of which, by reaſon of its hap- 
1 py Situation, is of infinite Importance. In effect, it is not only 
a conſiderable Addition, in point of Strength, to the French 
_ _— Crown, as it can raiſe and maintain 25,000 Men; but as 
+ == it ſecures their Frontier on that Side where it was moſt ex- - 
1 Poſed; and may be made at the ſame time a Key to let the 
Armies of France into the Empire when they pleaſe, and 
3 before the Germans can have any notice of their Deſign, or 
WES put themſelves in a Poſture of Defence. By the Acceſſion 
_ therefore of this Dutchy, it is evident, that France is much 
_— more powerful than at the Beginning of the late War ; and, 
ii ſhe was then able to ſupport a conſtant Series of ill Succeſs, 
_ and ſo many /ienal Defeats, for ten Years, what may ſhe not 
F  * . nowdo? Yetagain, the French at that Time had little or 
mo Trade; and conſequently were 4% able to bear ſuch = 
23 rive 
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| thereby neceſſitated to lay upon them: Whereas they have 
flouriſhing and extended Commerce, inſomuch that 


now a | 

ey in great meaſure ſupplanted us in divers of the 
beneficial Branches thereof, particularly in our Trade to 

Spain, Turky, and the Levant. | 


but we are much weaker in ſeveral reſpects. We were not on- 


ly heartily aſiſted then by the Emperor, the Dutch, and the 


Duke of Savoy; but by Denmark, and the ſeveral Princes of 


the Empire, as Pruſſia, Saxony, Hanover, &c.; and, which 


was no inconſiderable Advantage, our Armies were then bead- - 
ed by a Marlborough and an Eugene, that is, two of the 
greateſt Generals the World ever produced. Beſides, our 


Trade was then in a very proſperous Condition, and we had 


no Rivals of any Conſequence therein; ſo that it was a con- 


| tinual Source of Riches to us, and enabled us to ſupport many 


heavy Taxes; and, to crown all, our Debts wete then but 


ver) trifing. NY $5 
Whilſt we were in this happy State, neither overbu#dened 


with Debts, nor grievous Taxes, the inſeparable Conſequences 
thereof, it was no wonder, if we did venture to engage in 
a Land- war; eſpecially when it was not only to 


ope*s being over-run by France, but to oppoſe the 


Impoſition of a bigotted Tyrant upon us; | and revenge a 2 BY, 
unpardonable Acſfront to the late Queen, by proclaiming the 
Pretender rightful Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms, in dire 


Violation of the Treaty of Ryſwick. Theſe, it' muſt be 


owned by all, were notorious Provecations, and very urgent 
Reaſons for exerting our ſelves in an extraordinary Manner; 
and yet, every one knows, when that War was ſpun: out to 
a great Length, how beartily weary the Nation grew of it, 


and what Clamours it occaſioned ; notwithſtanding the 


Glory we were every Day acquiring, (a Thing highly a- - 
greeable to the Britiſb Nation), and the unparallelled and un- 
interrupted Succeſs that attended our Arms. „ 
In effect, what did Great Britain gain by that Profuſan Ab pan 
of Blood and Treaſure fo prodigally laviſbed in that Mr Tf 
Are Gibraltar and Portmakon an Equivalent for . 8 


hut to add to our Misfortune, the French are not only much 
Pronger than they were at the Beginning of the late War, 
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fands of brave Men lll and above a hun: 
dred Millions of Money expended therein? Don't we fill 
Frone under the intolerable Preſſure of the Debts contracted 
on that Occaſion ? And are we now entering upon Meaſures, 
which muſt probably coſt us as much more? Muſt not the 
Conſequence be inevitable Ruin ? And, after we are well 
drained of our Men and Money, and the little Trade we 
have left is entirely loft, (as it muſt be in all likelihood), 
muſt we not of courſe fall an eaſy Prey to the firſt Invader: 
Such is the melancholy Scene we have now before us. 
Our gracious Sovereign, who has been made conſtantly 70 
believe, that we are a very rich and flouriſhing People, that 
Great Britain is an inexbauſtible Mine of Wealth, and that 
all Oppoſition to his Meaſures (as all the moſt pernicious mini- 
ferial Schemes have been modeſtly called) proceeded ſolely 
from our enjoying too much Liberty and Plenty, 'is not appri- 
ſed of the wretched Condition of his faithful Subjefs; but, in 
all Probability, imagines us to be naturally a turbulent, diſ 
ſatisfied, and even ſeditious Nation. Nor is this any Won- 
der, if we conſider for how many Years he was ſuffered to ſoe 
only through the Eyes, and to hear only through the Ears, of 
Om E, who was demonſtrably in an open Conſpiracy againft 
the Liberties and Proſperity of his Country. When we con- 
ſider this, we ſay, and at the ſame time reflect, that even 
the moſt deftrufiive of his Meaſures, the Exciſe-ſebeme, if 
common Report may be credited, was repreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty as a moſt ſalutary and beneficial Project, calculated pure- 
ly to prevent the mojt notorious Frauds, and improve the pu- 
Bick Revenue; and that it was rendered abortive only by a 
Combination of STURDY BEGGARS, grown wanton through 
too much Affiuence; wanting to be humbled; and ſupported by 
a diſaffeed Party in both Houſes : Where is the Wonder if 
our Prince, who judges of others by his own noble and ge- 
nerous Soul, ſhould be prepoſſeſſed with Notions not much to 
our Advantage, and ſhould think we are well able to bear 
the Expence and Burthen of the preſent Land- war? 4 
But, were he made truly acquainted with the real State of 
theſe unhappy Kingdoms; that they are ſo far from being 
capable of ſtruggling with any freſb Load, that they are al- 
ready juſt Anking under the Weight of their W 
bn | Taxes, 
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Taxes; and that the leaf additional Preſſure muſt, infalltbly 


put the finiſhing Stroke to their Ruin: That a Land. war is of 


* 


all Meaſures the moſt like to Fo our Deftrudtion, as it 


a continual Drain both of our Treaſure and moſt able. badi 


Men; whereas, in a Sea-war, much the greateſt Part of 


the Proviſion, and all the Warlike Stores, are taken in at 
home, or ſent after the Fleet in Tenders; and the Ships being 


copltantly paid off in our own Ports, the Money is always 
7d 


among ſt ourſelves, which creates a quick Circula- 


hly wor- 


thy the Confideration of an almoſt exhauſted People; Add to 


this, that in the moſt bloody and unfortunate Sea-war we ever 


engaged in, the yearly loſs of Sailors was never near equal to 


that of Soldiers, in any one of the Campaigns under K. Vil- 
liam, the Duke of Marlborough, or in Spain; on the contra- 


ry, that, generally ſpeaking, it never required half the Num- 


ber of Seamen to recruit the Navy, as it did of Landmen 
to repair the Loſſes of the Army: . 


wretched Condition, and of all theſe Diſadvantages of a Land- 
war, as alſo of the e Advantage our Superiority by Sea 


ſty, we ſay, made fully ſenſible of this our 


dera over our Enemies; we are well aſſured, he is a 


muſt neceſſarily impoveriſb and in eeble us the moſt, by . 2 | 
6 


Prince of ſo much Humanity and Prudence, as likewiſe /o 


tenderly concerned tor the Welfare of his Ray, he would ne- 
ver engage us in a Step which muſt neceſſarily prove ſo fa- 
tal to us, ſhould the War be protracted to any Length. In ef- 


fect, though we are aware this Poſition will be thought 


very odd by moſt Folks, we will venture to affirm, that it is 


neither the true Intereſt of his Majeſty himſelf, nor of his 


German Dominions, to involve Great Britain in a conſu- 
ming Land- war; on the contrary, that even the, Safety of 
the former is now dependent, in ſome meaſure, u the 
Welfare of the latter; or, in other Words, that the Ruin 


of theſe Kingdoms muſt neceſſarily and inevitably draw after __ 
them the Ruin of the Electorate of Hanover, with all tage 


Territories annexed thereto. 


- To make chis plain, we ſhall only obſerve, what has been 
advanced before, that ſo much exhauſted as we are already, 
by the Decay of our Trade, our numerous and heavy Tae 
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"= Dibts" it wil bg ſb ſor us long to. | | 
upon che Continent, 7 t fenking under the Ts Hit its 
= ton the c y, our Enemies having takeriAdvan age 
the loy 
Debtr, and give all Manner of Encour couragement to Trade n 
all its ; =; 2s by cafing the May vfafiurer r WE 
#henfome Taxes, and not ay We but - 
biting the Wear of all foreign Lrchandins. (in which Piece 
of nd Policy and publick Spirit we have always Beer 6s 
wiſe dalle their Ripley, n are better able now to fappoht, 
another ten Years War than they were in the Reign * 
Lewis XIV. evęn though it ſhould prove as nnſucco/sful a 
at in the Time of their late Grand Monar nie, which is 44. 
together unlikely.” Let us ſuppoſe then, for once, that our 
E N be bleſs d with as e 8 ur Succeſß as in thy 
ate Queen's Reign, t is high iniprobable x 
N Conſequence nan rag at's ſhould af laſt 
fink under our d Efforts; and pe forced to roy Wa a Pare d 
at any, rate: For ſuch 7 37200 e ble | be 
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ſent yearly out of the Kingdom to | 
the Artie Nude ve yet left would ke Bak mmtirch. 9 
as it certain muſt, that the Aalener would be greatly un; 
us; and we ſhould be ſo far from recruiting” var, wes 
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